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Mahat hi r - LI MOS
DR MAHATH R HAPPY W TH RESPONSE TO LI MOS ' 96

LANGKAW , Dec 1 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad is happy with the response of the autonobile industry towards this
year's Langkawi |nternational Mtor Show (LI MOS ' 96).

He believes LIMOS will gain international fane too |ike the Langkaw
International Martime and Aerospace Exhibition (LIM).

"LI MA has becone a renowed air show ... |I'mconfident, people from
nei ghbouring countries will also conme to see LIMOS," he told a news
conference after opening the second annual show from Nov 30 to Dec 8, here
t oday.

More than 80 autonobile conpanies are taking part in the show organi sed
by Le Proton Exhibitions and Services Sdn Bhd.

He said the invol venent of several |ocal conpani es showed that the
| ocal industry had attai ned encouragi ng progress.

"Show i ke LIMOS is giving an opportunity to themto introduce their
products," he said.

To a question, he said the notor show could al so be held el sewhere as
|l ong as the date was not too close with that of another exhibition.

"To ne, the notor show in Kuala Lunpur is slightly different conpared
to the one here. | feel, there is nothing wong of holding one here in
Langkawi and anot her in Kual a Lunpur," he said.

After opening the LIMOS '96, Dr Mahathir also took a test drive of the
Mal aysi an design sports car, Delfino | Q 140.

Asked on what he thought of the car, he said it is a good car with
superd handl i ng.

Asked whet her the production of the car would conpl enment that of Lotus
Elise to be produced by Proton, Dr Mahathir said both nodels woul d cater
for different markets.

"But what is clear many are now venturing into car production using
conposite materials and fibre glass,” he said.

On the Lotus Elise, he said there was the possibility that it would be
manuf act ured here for East Asia market.

Dr Mahathir said the transfer of technology in the autonobile industry
had expedite the growh of Malaysia's car industry starting with the
i nvol vement of M tsubishi Mtor Corporation with Proton

"Proton has achi eved out standi ng success. As the result of the
cooperation, we have a big car manufacturing industry, capable of buying a
bi g conpany like Lotus (Lotus G oup International Ltd)," he said. --
BERNAMA
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