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Mahat hi r - Corri dor
DR MAHATH R HOLDS TALKS AND MEETI NGS W TH TOP AMERI CAN BUSI NESSMEN

By: Sal ny Hashi m

SAN FRANCI SCO, May 19 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, who arrived here Saturday, continues to pursue his
strategy of attracting advanced technol ogy conpanies to invest in
Mal aysia's exciting Miltinedia Super Corridor (MSC) that will stretch from
t he Kual a Lunpur Gty Centre to the new Kual a Lunmpur International Airport
(KLIA).

The prime mnister's visit to San Franci sco and Washi ngton DC, just
after an intensive working visit to Japan, is jam packed wi th speeches, and
meetings with eight senators, top American busi nessnen from hi gh-tech
mul ti nati onal conpanies, and al so tours of Stanford University Technol ogy
Park, the San Franci sco Di scovery Miseum and Sun M crosystens, Inc., a
conput er -t echnol ogy conpany.

Sun M crosystens is the creator of Java, a software that nakes it
easi er and nore exciting for conputer users to surf the Internet.

Stephen J. Sparrow, a manager with the Silicon Valley conmpany expl ai ned
that Java could be applied in schools, hospitals, governnent offices,
busi nesses and manufacturing conpanies. "It brings the Internet alive with
its nmoving i mages and can certainly change the way we do busi ness."

At a gathering of the Anerican Islam c Chanber of Commerce and | ndustry
(ICCl) here Saturday, Dr Mahathir told nenbers that he was in the United
States to attract nore technol ogy-based i ndustries such as nakers of
comput er software and wafer fabrications to locate their plants in
Mal aysi a, especially in the proposed MSC.

The MSC is an area, 15 kmby 40 km 1linking the KLCC, the new
governnent administrative centre, Putrajaya, and the new KLI A, projected
for conpletion in 1998. These three nega-projects are expected to becone a
huge market for nultinedia products and services, and serve the regi ona
and world markets for nmultinedia products and services.

The governnent's strategy under the recently-launched Seventh Ml aysi a
Plan is to upgrade the skills of Ml aysians in high technology so that they
can increase their incone, as the country attenpts to reduce its dependence
on foreign workers. Ml aysia, which has reached full enploynent, has nore
than one million foreign enpl oyees working in the country.

But if Mal aysi an workers continued to demand for higher wages w t hout
inmproving their skills, "we'll be out of the market," Dr ahathir said to a
packed room of Muslim busi nessnen who are eager to find out nmore about his
i npressive style of |eadership and Mal aysia's success story as a snal
Musl i m devel opi ng nati on.

The prinme mnister will witness the signing of several nenoranduns of
under st andi ng i ncl udi ng between Renong Bhd and Omnen Pharmaceuticals, and
bet ween Sapura Hol di ngs and Chaparral Conmuni cati ons.

On Monday, he will open the Ml aysi a- US Busi ness Technol ogy Partnership
Di al ogue, a forumto attract Anmerican high-tech conpanies to invest in
Mal aysi a.

The one-day di al ogue that brings together sonme 200 Mal aysi an and
Anmerican businessnmen is jointly organi sed by the Asian Strategi c Leadership
Institute (Asli) and Pacific Basin Econom c (PBEC) Mal aysia. -- BERNAVA
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