12 MAY 1996
Mahat hi r - Tel eport
DR MAHATHIR | S THE MAI N SPEAKER AT WORLD TELEPORT ASSEMBLY

By: Tham Choy Lin

TOKYO, May 12 (Bername) -- Malaysian Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad will be the main speaker at the opening of the Wrld
Tel eport Associ ation (WWA) annual assenbly here tonorrow.

He is schedul ed to deliver the conmenorative address in the afternoon
before an international audi ence of 1,000, including 200 foreign del egates,
at the start of the four-day affair at the Tokyo International Exhibition
Centre.

A brief in the conference programe descri bes Dr Mahathir as being very
active on the world stage and respected for his | eadership both within Asia
and around the worl d.

It al so says that his deep understandi ng of Japan has been wi dely
not ed.

The comenorative address marks the start of Dr Mahathir's six-day
working visit to the Japanese capital. He is scheduled to arrive tonorrow
nor ni ng.

An official of the conference, dubbed Tel eport '96 Tokyo, said an hour
had been set aside for Dr Mahathir's speech, in Engish, that will be
si mul taneously translated i nto Japanese and partially into French.

Among the ot her guests will be Japanese Post and Tel econmuni cati ons
M ni ster Ichiro H no, WIA chai rman eneritus Tadayoshi Yanmada and Gover nor
of Tokyo Yuko Aoshi ma

The WIA, formed 12 years ago, has 110 nenbers from corporate and
goverment organi sations involved in the devel opnment of a tel eport which is
an integrated facility that provides its users with fast, conveni ent access
to advanced tel econmuni cations, both short- and | ong-distance, through
satellites, fibre optics, mcrowave and ot her networks.

Dr Mahathir's address will be followed by a keynote speech from Tokyo
El ectric Power Conpany |nc chairnman Sho Nasu, who al so heads the
Tel ecommuni cati ons Council of the Post and Tel ecommuni cations M nistry of
Japan.

The tel eport conference is supported by an inpressive list of major
Japanese corporations and governnment agencies. Its organising chairman is
Tokyo Chanber of Commerce and I ndustry chairman Kosaku | naba.

Dr Mahathir will tour the Tokyo Busi ness Show ' 96 and Tokyo Tel eport
Bui | di ng after making his address. The Tokyo Busi ness Show is held
concurrently with the tel eport conference and is Japan's | argest genera
exhibition of the latest in office, information processing and
conmuni cati ons t echnol ogi es.

The prinme mnister has taken a personal interest and is in the
forefront to establish Malaysia as a regional tel ecomunications centre. He
is chairman of the National Information Technol ogy Council (N TC).

The tel eport concept is being considered for Putrajaya, the new federa
governnent adm nistrative capital that will be equipped with the | atest
i nformation technol ogy and infrastructure.

During his visit here, Dr Mahathir is schedul ed to nake keynote
speeches at a presentation of Ml aysia's Miltinedia Super Corridor project
sponsored by N ppon Tel egraph and Tel ephone Corporation and at an
i nternational conference on the future of Asia organi sed by N hon Keiza
Shi mbun.

He will also tour several manufacturing industries including |Isuzu
Motors Ltd and Kawasaki Steel Corporation. -- BERNAMVA
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