13 APR 1996
Mahat hi r - Jayawari s
DR MAHATHI R LAUNCHES " JAYAWARI S" PROGRAMVE

KUALA LUVPUR, April 13 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad sai d today that the people have no other alternative but
to cooperate with the governnent to ensure that the nation's objective to
attai n devel oped nation status is not jeopardised by negative el enents.
He said that eventhough many unpl easant exanpl es could be seen in the

devel oped nations, Ml aysia was still determined to attain such status.
"What's inportant nowis for the people and the governnent to jointly

curb themso that a devel oped Malaysia will still have people w th noble

val ues," he said when | aunching the "Jayawari s" programe at the Pusat

I sl am here.

The Jayawaris programe is organised by the Civics Bureau in the Prine
M ni ster's Depart nent.

The programme is ained at nurturing a society with deep interest in
education as well as pronoting the famly institution to face current and
future chall enges as part of efforts to devel op a dynam ¢ and progressive
nation in all aspects in line with Vision 2020.

Under the programre, various activities for human devel opnent as wel |
as i nprovenent of the socio-econonic standard of the people have been
pl anned.

Dr Mahathir said that if the negative val ues nade the people reject the
devel oped status, then the nation would continue to renmain backward, facing
various probl ens including oppressi on by peopl e of devel oped nati ons.

It seened that whatever choice was nade, there would be negative
effects, he said.

In this respect, the Prine Mnister said Malaysia had to make a choice
because it woul d not be sensible to do ot herwi se.

Mal aysi a had opted for progress but progress with commendabl e val ues,
hi nderi ng negative val ues and noral decadence currently seen in the
devel oped countries of the world, he said.

Dr Mahathir said these negative values were in fact could already be
seen in Mal aysia even though the country had not yet reached the status of
a devel oped nati on.

Citing "l epak"” (loafing), "bohsia" and AIDS as exanples, he said the
nunmber of those involved mght be small but if renmedial actions were not
taken i medi ately, the problens coul d devel op i nto sonet hi ng beyond contr ol
like that in devel oped countri es.

The government was therefore forced to interfere in what was
essentially a famly problemto stop it through various neasures including
| aws and regul ati ons, not ained at curtailing freedomof individuals but to
protect the majority of the people fromnoral decadence, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the "Jayawaris" programme is one exanpl e of such
nmeasures, involving the participation of all not only parents and teachers.

He said that under the prograne, the governnent woul d adopt a
systemati c approach to incul cate val ues acceptable to parents and young
peopl e.

Certainly, it would not be easy but the people and t he governnent had
no choice other than striving towards creating a fanily with greater sense
of integrity than at present, he said. --Bernana
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