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St udent s
DR MAHATH R PROUD OF BUM PUTERA ACHI EVEMENTS

WASHI NGTON, May 22 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad said today he is very proud of the achi evenents of Bumi putera
busi nessnmen and their ability to manage i ndustries and corporations which
have brought profits amounting to billions of ringgit.

During a di al ogue with Mal aysi an students here, he nentioned by way of
exanpl e Malay industrialists such as Tan Sri Tajudin Ranmli, who owned a 30
per cent share, worth RML.8 billion, in Malaysia Airlines (MAS) and anot her
Mal ay industrialist who won the confidence of a Swiss bank which gave hima
RML.7 billion | oan to acquire a 32 per cent stake in the Heavy Industries
Cor poration of Malaysia (Hicon.

"I'f in the past Chinese conpanies represented Malaysia in the Pacific
Basi n Econom ¢ Council| neetings, now nmany proni nent executives who
represented Mal aysia were Mal ays," he told about 200 Mal aysi an students
fromuniversities in Washi ngton, Phil adel phia, Connecticut and New York

Apart fromholding talks with President Bill dinton, Dr Mahathir today
delivered a thought-provoki ng speech on "Asi an Val ues Debat e" whi ch was
appl auded by PBEC nenmbers who represented 1, 200 conpani es from 19 economni es
in the world.

Mal ay executives who attended the PBEC neeting included Tan Sri Aznan
Hashi m Chai rman of the Arab- Ml aysi an Merchant Bank; Tan Sri Shanmsuddin
Abdul Kadir, Executive Chairman of Sapura Hol dings; Tan Sri Tajudin Rami,
Chai rman of Mal aysia Airlines and Technol ogy Resources | ndustries Bhd and
Tan Sri Halim Saad, Executive Chairman of Renong Bhd.

Dr Mahathir urged the students to study hard and if they were

interested in venturing into the business field, God willing, they could
control or manage banks or corporations which would bring billions of
ringgit in profit.

He sai d many conpani es and banks whi ch made billions of ringgit in
profit were managed by Mal ays such as Maybank which nade a profit of nore
than RML billion annually, Tel ekom Mal aysia nearly RV billion and Sinme
Darby nore than RML billion annually.

"Mal ays are capable -- will take tinme-- and | have confidence in their

abilities,"” the Prine M nister said.

Successful Ml ay conpani es had al so invested in countries such as
Argentina, Chile, Czechoslovakia, China, Canbodia and Tanzani a.

He al so stressed to the students the inportance of maintaining good
relati ons anong the various races and if the relations were not good,

i nci dents such as the May 13 probl emwoul d occur and the country's rapid
econom ¢ growt h would be affected and the opportunity to study at home or
overseas woul d be affected.

Replying to a questsion on Umo, he said the party did not belong to
himonly or to Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimor Wanita
head Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz but to all Ml ays.

I f Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah and Datuk Rais Yatimw shed to join Umo "W
accept."

"l don't harbour hatred agai nst anyone as peopl e who condemmed e in
t he past have now been accepted in Umo and are hol di ng Cabi net posts," he
added.

He said Kel antan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz could join Umo so
that all Ml ays could unite under one party.

Dr Mahathir left for London tonight and is expected to hold talks with



British Prinme M nister John Maj or.
He is expected to return hone on May 24. -- BERNAMA
SH AAM
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