12 OCT 1996
Mahat hi r - S46
DR MAHATHI R SAYS EQUAL TREATMENT FOR FORMER S46 MEMBERS

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 12 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad wants
Umo nenbers to accept former nenbers of Parti Mel ayu Semangat 46 (S46)
into Umo with open heart and to treat themas equals to the existing
menber s.

The Prime M nister said Umo nenbers shoul d not regard fornmer nenbers
of S46 whi ch was di ssolved on Cct 6 as "Umo nenbers from Senangat 46."

"There are no Umo menbers from Semangat 46...there is none. W don't
have factions in Umo, all are Umo nenbers," he said when wi nding up the
debate on the |l ast day of the party general assenbly here today.

Last Tuesday, Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah handed over to Dr Mahathir
200, 000 application fornms fromfornmer S46 nenbers to join Umo en bl oc
followi ng the dissolution of the Umo splinter party | ed by him

Dr Mahathir said all Umo nenbers are the sanme, whether they are forner
S46 nenbers or not.

"They have the same rights and responsibilities as the other nenbers.
Qur cause is also their cause as they are now Umo nenbers," he added.

At a press conference |later, Dr Mahathir said he was aware that slight
probl ens may arise at the branch and divisional levels with the entry of
former S46 menbers

"The place is small but many people want to cone in, obviously it wll
becone crowded but all this can be overcone," he said inreply to a
question on the fear possibly raised by | eaders at the branch and divi sion
| evel s regarding the entry of former S46 nenbers into Umo en bl oc.

What is inportant is that Umo nmenbers nmust be sincere in accepting
fornmer S46 nmenbers at the respective levels, Dr Mahathir said.

During the debate on the Presidential address, Kedah del egate Dat uk
Badr uddi n Ami rul di n wanted Umo headquarters to ensure that the entry of
former S45 nmenbers into the party at the divisional and branch | evel s was
made t hrough the normal channel.

"We accept them but they nmust enter through the door, not through the
wi ndow, " Badruddin said. -- BERNAVA
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