01 SEP 1996
Mahat hi r - Danum
DR MAHATHI R SPENDS THE NI GHT AT LEVMBAH DANUM

TAWAU, Sept 1 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad and Datin
Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali spent the night at the Lenmbah Danum nat ur al
par k, Sabah |ast night and congratul ated the staff serving at the forest
research centre there.

"Congratul ations for your willingness to serve in this renpote and qui et
place,” the Prine Mnister noted in the visitors book for dignitaries at
the centre before |l eaving for the town on Sabah's east coast and returning
to Kual a Lunpur.

Dr Mahathir, who arrived at the centre by helicopter yesterday, is
noted for his concern for the environnment and often expressed di spl easure
when devel opnment projects seriously threatened the surroundi ng environnent.

Lenbah Danum which is al nost the size of Singapore, is situated about
100km fromthe nearest town, Lahad Datu. The valley has nore than 275
speci es of birds and 110 species of manmals, including the Asian el ephant,
orang utan, nousedeer and several other animals.

It is also a protected di pterocarp forest and anong the ol dest tropica
forest inthe world. It has the widest floral collection including the
Raffl esia
-- the largest flower in the world, and the Bintangor tree, recently
found to contain a chenical which may have anti-H V properties).

The Prime Mnister and his wife arrived at the vall ey yesterday
afternoon after attending the 39th National Day cel ebrations in Kota
Ki nabal u.

During his 24-hour visit to the valley, Dr Mahathir was given a
briefing by Sabah Foundati on Group Corporate Advi sor, Tengku Dat uk Zai na
Adlin on neasures to conserve the valley undertaken by the Danum Val | ey
Field Centre (DVFC), one of the renowned field centres in Southeast Asia.

Earlier he had taken a wal k in the Lenbah Danum natural forest
i ncluding a wal k on the canopy bridge, fishing and watching wild ani mals at
ni ght at the Borneo Rai nforest Lodge.

Thi s norning, he had a wal k around the DVFC and planted a teak tree
while Dr Siti Hasmah planted a "sukun" tree

Later, he left for Tawau to attend a | uncheon wi th Tawau Bari san
Nasi onal | eaders hosted by Deputy Chief M nister Datuk Ghapur Salleh before
returning to Kual a Lunpur in an executive jet.

Chi ef M nister Datuk Yong Teck Lee who acconpanied the Prime M nister
during the visit to the valley, was also present at the Tawau Airport to
bid farewell to Dr Mahathir and his wife. -- BERNAMVA
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