17 APR 1996
DR MAHATHI R TO ADDRESS BUSI NESS LUNCHEON | N ZAGREB TOMORROW

By: Sal bi ah Sai d

ZAGREB, April 17 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad wi | | address a busi ness |uncheon here tonmorrow, which is expected
to draw about 250 participants conprising top Croatian busi nessnen and
officials fromthe various mnistries in Croati a.

Dr Mahathir will also entertain questions fromthe floor at the
I uncheon organi sed by the Ml aysi a External Trade Devel opment Corporation
(Matrade) in conjunction with the prime mnister's official one-day visit
to Croati a.

He is acconpanied by his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah Mohd Ali

This will be followed by the signing of several nenoranda of
under standi ng and a joi nt venture agreenent between Ml aysi an conpani es and
their Croatian counterparts.

O hers in the official delegation include International Trade and
I ndustry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, Deputy Foreign Mnister Datuk Dr
Leo M chael Toyad, Foreign Affairs Mnistry Secretary-General Tan Sri Ahnad
Kam | Jaafar and Econonic Planning Unit Director-General Tan Sri Ali Abul
Hassan Sul ai man.

A busi ness del egation conprising 14 captai ns of the Ml aysi an i ndustry
headed by H com Bhd chairman Datuk Seri Yahaya Ahmad is al so here.

At the five-day Ml aysian Products Exhibition at the Zagreb fair
yesterday, visitors thronged the Mal aysian pavillion to catch a glinpse of
Perusahaan O onmobi| Nasional Bhd's Proton Wra 400 series for the Croatian
mar ket. Two variants of the Proton Wra range are on displ ay.

Meanwhi | e, Matrade officials | ed by Chief Executive Haji Sansuddin
Mar sop have been working al nost round-the-clock frombDay One to ensure
everyt hi ng goes accordi ng to schedul e.

Mal aysi an exhibitors at the Zagreb fair started displaying their
products at their booths from Monday.

Croatian prinme mnister Zl atko Matesa, who graced the Zagreb fair on
Monday, was al so i ntroduced by Samsuddin to sone of the Mal aysi an
representatives at Pavilion 9.

At the five-star Inter-Continental Hotel, Matrade together with Tourism
Mal aysi a are organi sing a Mal aysi an Food Festival and Cultural Presentation
whi ch ends on April 20. The food festival features Ml aysi an delicacies
that have made Mal aysia fanmous as a culinary centre in Asia.

A Mal aysi an dance troupe, Briged Karya Mel aka, is entertaining diners
ni ghtly.

Meanwhi | e, executives from 28 conpani es taking part in the Ml aysi an
Products Exhi bition have been busy entertaining queries fromvisitors at
their booths since early norning. Anong those taking part are Edaran
O onmobi | Nasional Bhd (EON), Sapura Hol di ngs Bhd, Sinme Darby Bhd and
Berjaya G oup Bhd.

At the Matrade secretariat, the |ist of conmpanies signing the MOUs nay
see sone changes on the final day. Initially, six MOUs and a joint venture
agreenment have been schedul ed.

One MU, originally schedul ed for signing between Kunpul an Pi nang
Usssahassama- | nhas Sdn Bhd, Sienens El ectrical Engineering Sdn Bhd and
Koncar Power Transforners Ltd for the purchase of power transforners for
Tenaga Nasi onal Bhd, has not been finalised.

Even at the el eventh hour, nore MOUs may be signed on Thursday.

I ndi vi dual busi ness neetings to be held after Dr Mahathir's visit to the



Inter-Continental Hotel may al so see nore busi ness deal s being clinched.
From anmong the 28 Mal aysi an exhibitors, a good majority are
first-timers in Eastern Europe, particularly the Bal kan States. Their
m ssion here is not only to secure contracts but to establish contacts and
expl ore areas for cooperation in Croatia, which is currently struggling to
rebuild its tattered econony after the war. - BERNANVA
SS SHY
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