31 DEC 1996
Mahat hi r - Message
DR MAHATHI R URGES PECPLE TO ADAPT TO | NFORMATI ON ERA

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 31 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
t he peopl e should be prepared to adapt their way of life and working to the
informati on technol ogy era, especially with the formati on of the Miltinedia
Super Corridor (MSC).

"But truly, we do not have a choice. The information era will force us
to change our lifestyle and our way of working," the Prime Mnister said in
his 1997 New Year nmessage whi ch was aired over Radi o dan Tel evi syen
Mal aysi a t oni ght .

In urging the people to strengthen their resolve to work harder, Dr
Mahat hir said the mastering of new technology in this era of information
technol ogy will help boost their incones and the country's econom c grow h.

He said the MSC, which includes the proposed Putra Jaya townshi p and
Cyber City, would be equi pped with infrastructural conmunication facilities
to enabl e various types of transactions via the nultinedia, that is through
audi o, imaging, data and all other information.

The MSC covers an area 15km by 50km extendi ng fromthe Kual a Lunpur
City Centre to the new International Airport in Sepang.

"Wth this, the use of paper correspondence and cash will be reduced.
Instead, all daily matters, governnent admi nistration and busi ness
transactions will be done through the conputer. Similarly industries will
be using conputers that can be Iinked worl d-w de." he said.

He said: "This will be the kind of life that will be first introduced
in the Miultimedia Super Corridor and then subsequently throughout the
nation. This neans that our way of life will change.

"Whet her we are able to adapt to these new changes, whether we will
benefit fromthemor not, will depend on us. The earlier we adapt ourselves
and the faster we acquire this new know edge, the better will be our
future.'

He said Mal aysi a has succeeded in beconm ng an industrial nation and is
now entering an era of information technology, an era in which the
wor kf or ce consi sts of know egabl e wor kers.

"WII we be able to master this new information and a new work-style
which is not |abour intensive but one that is based on know edge? Do we
have the capability?" he said.

The Prime M nister said the acquisition of new technol ogy was i nportant
to overcome the shortage of workers and to end the dependence on foreign
wor kers.

Dependence on foreign workers was not healthy because it limted any
i ncone increases for the people, he said.

"For so long as we adhere to the old technol ogy, we will be |eft
behi nd, the way we woul d have been if we had continued with padi planting
and rubber tapping. Whether we like it or not, we have to accept this era
of information technol ogy," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the governnent had set up nany universities and new
educational institutions offering courses on infornmation technology and its
application.

The workpl ace too woul d provide training opportunities for workers who
were interested, he said.

The Prime Mnister said this new know edge was not difficult to acquire
and in fact many Mal aysi ans of all races had al ready nmastered this
know edge to the extent of being nore advanced than sonme of those in the



devel oped countri es.

"Therefore there is no reason why other Ml aysi ans cannot nmaster this
know edge to the level that is required. W nust have confidence in
ourselves. God willing, we will succeed,” he said.

Dr Mahathir also touched on efforts to eradi cate poverty which has been
reduced fromnore than 40 percent to |l ess than 15 percent.

"I'n our excitenment over building skyscrapers and towers, expressways,
hi gh class town and ot hers, have we downgraded our efforts to elimnate
poverty?

"Did we not create so many jobs that we are forced to accept foreign
wor kers? Can we wait until we have totally eradicated poverty before we
beautify our towns, clean our drains and plant flowering plants?" he said.

"W do not erect statues to ourselves, nor name places with the nanes
of | eaders," he said.

He al so sl anmed non-governnental organi sati ons which he all eged were
deliberately trying to create situations to invite police action agai nst
themand then criticise the governnent for being supposedly undenocrati c.

"Let us not use the m sfortune of others for our charade. There are
many nore serious matters that need to be chanpi oned wi thout deliberately
baiting our security forces to take action, thus making this country a
target of ridicule by sonme groups,"” he said.

In rem nding the people of the inmportance of preserving unity anmong the
peopl e of various races, Dr Mahathir hoped that 1997 will be a nore
successful year for Ml aysi a.

He said the country had achi eved many successes in 1996, |ike the
| aunching of the MSC, Measat |l satellite and Kriss notorcycle, the
purchase of the renowned British sports car conpany, Lotus, and the first
ever appointment of a Malaysian (Tan Sri Razali Isnmail) as the United
Nati ons CGeneral Assenbly president. -- BERNAMA
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