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By: Mahesh Prasad

NEW DELHI, Dec 12 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, who will visit India next week to receive the Jawaharlal Nehru
Award for International Understandi ng, has been commended by the | ndian
medi a as the "shining exanple of what a strong-willed man at the top can do
for his country.™

The dates for the visit have yet to be announced but official sources
here said Dr Mahathir was expected to arrive on Dec 19.

The Financial Express, a business daily, said inits editorial:

"Mal aysi a gai ned i ndependence in 1957, 10 years after India. But inspite of
the late start, it has outshadowed India in all spheres of devel opnment. The
credit for that goes solely to its Prine Mnister, Mhathir bin Mhanad.

In the last 15 years, Mahathir has singl e-handedly transforned
Mal aysi a, an under devel oped soci ety that | agged behind India, to high-tech
success story."

He did so by "thinking decades ahead", the paper said. "In 1985, he
enbar ked on the construction of the North-South H ghway which was t he
single largest factor in turning around the country. It provided enpl oynent
to 60, 000 graduates and also gave a fill to the cenent industry then
suffering froma serious glut."

It said: "There is a lesson for Indian mnisters and politicians from
him It is not enough seeking econoni c cooperation from Ml aysi a and
political support fromMhathir."

It was no secret that it was largely Dr Mahathir's strong backing that
made India a full dialogue partner of Asean, it said.

"Some day...sooner the better...the power that be in India should
enul ate Mahat hir's no-nonsense ways of governance," it added.
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