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EAEC NOT DEAD, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 27 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad has said that the East Asia Economic Causus (EAEC) is not
dead and it can be fornmed once the United States stops saying no.

"It's not dead. It's far frombeing dead,"” he said when asked whet her
the EAEC i s dead considering the United States is still opposed to its
formation.

Dr Mahathir said this in an interview on Ml aysia' s econom c policies
and international relations over Cable News Network whi ch was nonitored
here | ast night.

He said the Asia-Europe (Asem) neeting in Bangkok earlier this year was
"de facto an EAEC neeting with the Europeans."

Dr Mahathir proposed the formati on of the EAEC in 1990 to pronpte
cl oser trade cooperati on anbng East Asian countri es.

The Prime Mnister, who is in New York to attend the United Nations
5lst General Assenbly, in the intervieww th Fred Katayana over the
Busi ness Asi a programe, al so expressed the hope that Myanmar woul d becone
a full Asean nmenber soon.

"I think Burma (Myanmar) woul d becone a full nenber soon, and should
becone a full nenber soon," he said addi ng that the governnment believed
that by contacting and showi ng Myanmar what can be done in other countries,
they could reformsone of their systens.

When asked about the US stand on Myanmar's human rights policy, Dr
Mahathir said it could not be resolved by threatening the country.

"Human rights policies cannot be corrected sinply by threatening
peopl e. Engagenent, we think, is much nore effective,"” he said.

On what can be done to reformthe United Nations (UN), Dr Mahathir said
that the UN shoul d change the current systemthat "w nners" of the second
World War have a right to gain pernenant seats in the Security Council and
hol d veto power.

"...the winners of the last war claima perpetual right to veto
everybody, to be permanent nenbers...this is history, we should forget
about it," he said adding that a country hol ding veto agai nst 184 others is
not only ridicul ous but undenocratic.

Dr Mahathir said the UN should instead adopt a different systemin
whi ch for exanple veto can only be cast by nore than one pernanent nenber
with support fromone or two non-permanent menbers.

He al so said accepting Japan as one of the permanent nenber of the
Security Council is sonething that can be consi der ed.

When asked whet her UN Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-CGhali should be
el ected for another term the Prine Mnister said that Boutros-Ghali should
be repl aced because he was | ess than sensitive.

"For exanpl e when he was in Bosnia during the height of the killings he
told the Bosnians that there are other people being killed el sewhere.

"I't's like going to see a man who is dying and telling himthat it is
alright to die because other people are dying," he said.

Asked if he agrees that Asia should not be subjected to classica
definition of capitalismas put forward by the West, the Prinme M nister
said Malaysia felt that the Wst did not have a nonopoly of w sdom

"We think there are other people who are equally able to fornul ate
their own approach to many probl ens," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the Ml aysi an governnment was not authoritarian but "it



is a government which considers it is its duty to work with the private
sector in order to enrich the country".
On the | abour shortage in Malaysia, Dr Mahathir said the country is
currently phasing out | abour intensive industries and encouragi ng capital
i ntensive to solve the problem
On whet her Mal aysia has the infrastructure to support hi-tech
i ndustries especially after the recent major power failure, Dr Mahathir
said that neasures are being taken to ensure the problemwould not reccur.
Dr Mahathir was al so asked about the Multinmedia Super Corridor,
Mal aysia's interest in the conposites industry and the Look East Policy.
Asked if Malaysia is revising the Look East Policy, the Prine Mnister
said Malaysia will continue to | ook East and West because "we nmade a | ot of
m stakes” in the past by | ooking only at the Wst.
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