21 MAY 1996
Mahat hi r - Val ues
EAST AND WEST CAN CREATE A SI NGLE GLOBAL Cl VI LI SATI ON, SAYS PM

By: Sal ny Hashi m

WASHI NGTON, May 21 (Bernama) -- Eastern and Western val ues, though
different, can reach an understandi ng and work towards the creation of a
"single global civilisation" that weds the good and rejects the bad, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad sai d today.

In delivering his speech on the "Asian Val ues Debate" at the 29th
I nternational General Meeting of the Pacific Basin Econom ¢ Council (PBEC)
here, Dr Mahathir invited both East and West to enjoy a "feast of
civilisations where we each take the best that all of us have to offer."

The Prime M nister said the debate was probably brought about by the
fear that the Asian success would | ead to Asian self-assertion, but the
West "have no right to ramtheir preferences down everyone's throat."

The Europeans, for instance, were fond of inposing sanctions on Asian
nations that failed to neet their standards or nornmns.

However, he said, "no Asian parliament | amaware of has passed a
single resolution calling on its governnent to take steps shoul d a European
country not reformitself...if any Asian parlianment were to so act, the
West woul d regard themas nmad. "

He asserted that Asia would no longer yield to such denmands. "For nuch
of Asia is now no |onger weak...in material or nental termns."

To denonstrate the difference between Asi an and Aneri can val ues, Dr
Mahat hir cited a study done by David Hi tchcock, forner US director of East
Asian and Pacific Affairs of the US Information Agency, who found that
whi | e Asi ans gave priority to an orderly society, the Amrericans placed
freedom of expression and personal freedomat the top of their priority
list.

The Prime M nister, however, conceded that "Asian values" were far from
perfect because in many parts of Asia there were excessive materialism
excessive anti-materialism extrem st spiritualismand the ethics of
fatalism

Uncaring societies who have no regard for the environnent, the
wi ldlife, the handi capped and the di sadvantaged al so abound in Asia, he
sai d.

The West, on the other hand, had its own problens such as drug
addiction, illegitinmate children, and people on welfare.

In calling for "rmutual cultural enrichrment,” Dr Mhathir agreed that
Asi a had | earned a great deal fromthe Wst, and should continue to | earn
fromAfrica and Latin Arerica to get "the best that our own histories and
cultures have to offer."

In the neantine, the Prine Mnister also urged Asian nations to
chanpi on denocracy, the market systemand to respect human rights for all
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