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NGO- Ti nor
EAST TI MOR CONFERENCE TO GO ON, SAY ORGAN SERS

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 5 (Bernamm) -- The organi sers of the Asia Pacific
Conference on East Tinor (Apcet) Il have decided to proceed with the
conference despite the governnent's objection to it being held here.

However, they said self-exiled East Tinorese | eader and Nobel Peace
Prize co-w nner Jose Ranbs-Horta woul d not be attendi ng the conference.

The spokesman for the conference organisers, Dr Sanusi Osman, said this
inaletter faxed to Deputy Hone M nister Datuk Megat Junid Megat Ayub
t oday.

Reading the letter to reporters at a news conference here, Dr Sanus
said: "Jose Ranpbs-Horta, in a gesture of goodw ||, has decided not to
attend the conference to avoid placing Malaysia in a difficult position
wi th | ndonesi a.

"However, should the Prime Mnister (Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad)
and Deputy Prinme Mnister (Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim be willing to neet
him he will be available to discuss the i ssue concerned," he said.

Megat Junid, at a neeting yesterday with the non-governnental
organi sati ons (NGOs) sponsoring the conference, urged themto cancel it as
it might jeopardise Malaysia's close relationship with Indonesia.

The t hree-day conference, scheduled to begin on Saturday, is to discuss
the i ssue of East Tinor which was annexed by Indonesia in 1976 after it
intervened in a civil war in the former Portuguese col ony.

Dr Sanusi said the organi sers were convinced that the conference was a
legitimate step forward to seek a peaceful resolution to the "tragic
probl ens whi ch have besi eged our nei ghbours in East Tinor for over 20
years".

"Ml aysi a has strived for peaceful resolutions of the |Iong-running
conflicts in Palestine, South Africa, Canbodia, Bosnia and M ndanao. W
shoul d take a simlar stand to support a speedy and peaceful resolution to
the East Tinor situation," he added.

Dr Sanusi, who is the Parti Rakyat Ml aysia secretary-general, said the
conference is a private initiative and does not represent or reflect
governnent policy, and thus woul d not jeopardise the special relationhip
bet ween Mal aysi a and | ndonesi a.

Meanwhi | e, Ranpbs-Horta in a statenment sent to the Apcet conmttee
yesterday expressed his wi sh to have a personal neeting with Dr Mahathir
and Anwar, saying that he would cone to Mal aysia as soon as it was
convenient if a neeting was granted.

"By no neans would | want to enbarrass the Mal aysi an governnment. On the
contrary, | believe that the Prime Mnister can play a positive role in
resolving the conflicts in nmy country," he said and appealed to the
Mal aysi an governnment to initiate discussion on East Tinor wthin Asean.

Fi el di ng questions |ater, Dr Sanusi said a gathering held within a
hotel, such as the Apcet conference, does not require a police permt.

He said al though Ranbs-Horta woul d not be comi ng, other East Tinorese
woul d attend the conference. -- BERNAMA
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