24 DEC 1996
Soccer - Mel aka
TVENTY- NI NE PLAYERS PI CKED FOR PREM ER LEAGUE SQUAD

MELAKA, Dec 24 (Bernama) -- Mel aka FA has picked 29 players for its
Prem er League squad next year.

Team manager Aziz Abdul Majid said the players were selected from about
100 who attended four days of trials which ended yesterday at the Dusun
Datuk Murad field in Ayer Keroh.

"Many new faces have been included and the managenent has not cl osed
its doors to players fromoutside,” he told reporters today.

Anot her series of trials will be held on Jan 20.

Mel aka has recruited fornmer Pahang coach Taj uddi n Nor, who took over
fromRaneli Junid, and he will be assisted by Mahat hir Taha and Jantan Ali

Only five players fromthis season have confirned their places in next
year's squad. They are defender S. MI|i Sami on, mdfielder Azlan Meri,
stri kers Shahran Hanzah and Hal i m Jantan, and goal keeper Abdul \Wahab M
Dali.

On inport players, Aziz said there was a big possibility that the
selection trials would be held in Australia on Jan 6.

The two inmport players this season, Australians Josip Biskic and Peter
Tsol aki c, have had their contracts term nated

Mel aka ended the season in 12th place, collecting 27 points fromseven
wins and six draws. -- BERNAMVA
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