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Mazl an - Satellite
El GHT MALAYSI AN ENG NEERS W LL HELP BU LD M CRO SATELLI TE

SHAH ALAM Jan 21 (Bernama) -- Ei ght Ml aysi an engineers will help
build the country's micro satellite costing RM5 nillion, Space Science
Studi es Division (BAKSA) Director-General Prof Dr Mazl an O hman sai d t oday.

She said they would be working full tinme for two years together with
foreign engineers to build the 50kg satellite.

"We will be involved in the actual building of the mcro satellite and
wi Il not be just onl ookers," she said after the closing cerenony of the
Sunur City Aerospace Adventure exhi bition here by Science, Technol ogy and
Envi ronnent M ni ster, Datuk Law H eng Di ng.

"Parts of the micro satellite would be built in Mlaysia," she said.

On when the nmicro satellite would be | aunched, she said it would be
next year as Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad had said but
there m ght be a change.

She explained that the mcro satellite was very small which neant that
it would have to ride piggy back on another rocket and the slot for that
was difficult to find.

Differentiating the sizes of satellites, she said a mcro satellite was
around 50kg in weight, a mni-satellite about 100 to 200kg, a snal
satellite slightly less than 1,000kg and a full fledged satellite Iike
MEASAT- 1 around 1, 500kg whil e the Russian satellite which was on display at
Sunur City here was about 5, 000kg.

Mazl an sai d Mal aysia was supposed to get a free ride from Ari anespace,
the [auncher of MEASAT-1, however, whether or not Ml aysia could get the

free launch was still uncertain because Ari anespace had so many clients and
coul d not accommodate an i mredi ate free ride which was al ways gi ven | ow
priority.

Thus, she said, Ml aysia mght have to get sonme ot her conpany nay be
fromlindia or Russia, to launch the satellite "because we want to do it
qui ckly."

On the capabilities of the mcro satellite, she said it could do sone
rough renmote sensing such as spotting | arge scale forest fires.

Mazl an said the mcro satellite project under the Mnistry of Science,
Technol ogy and Environment, was nmeant nore for "capacity building” to
devel op Mal aysia's human resources in the field of aerospace science and
technol ogy and not so nuch for tel econmuni cations or renote sensing.

"We have to train Malaysians...so this mcro satellite's main purpose
is not so nmuch for comuni cation but for capacity building to build up our
human resource and al so to nake sure that we know the inportant things to
do in space," she said.

Mazl an said after having trained the core engi neers and scientists,
BAKSA i ntended to have sone post graduate programes for masters dan Ph.D
and exchange of scientists and engineers with overseas partners.

"W hope this will snowball our human resource in this field including
in design and material technol ogy," she said, adding that the next |ogica
step for Malaysia then was to graduate into the building of |arge scale
satel lites.

However, she said it would depend on how wel |l Mal aysi an engi neers and
scientists could acquire technology fromoverseas including in the area of
satellite designing

"The interest in space had conme up with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad' s vision to make Mal aysia a devel oped country,"” she said.



"And can a country stand up and claimto be a developed country if it
does not take part in this very inportant industry -- the space industry?
she asked. -- BERNAKA
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