01 APR 1996
Par | i anment - debat e
ENFORCE DQOVESTI C VI OLENCE ACT AT ONCE, SAYS OPPCsSI TI ON WP

KUALA LUVPUR, April 1 (Bernama) -- An opposition nmenber of parliament
today call ed on the government to expedite the enforcenent of the Domestic
Vi ol ence Act (DVA) in viewof the rise in abuse cases within fanili es.

Haj ah Il ani |sahak (S46-Kota Baharu) told the Dewan Rakyat that the act
was conpl ete enough to be enforced and any weakness coul d be overcone
t hrough amendnent s.

The governnment was not serious in enforcing the DVA as the act was not
politically important, she charged when debating the notion of thanks to
t he Yang di - Pertuan Agong for his openi ng speech.

The House rejected a notion by Karpal Singh (DAP-Jel utong) expressing
regret that the DVA was still not enforced despite having been passed two
years ago

Tabling the notion, Karpal said he was di sappointed with the
indifferent attitude of National Unity and Social Devel opnent M nister,
Dati n Paduka Zal eha Ismail, towards enforcing the act.

He said wonen's groups and non-governnental organi sations had been
fighting for a decade for the cause of wonen and children who were victins
of donestic violence in this country.

Enci k Akbar khan Abdul Rahman (BN-Li baran) told the Dewan Rakyat that
the amendnment to the constitution of Sabah announced by Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had | ong been awaited by the people of
Sababh.

This was because it was an effective way of reducing power abuse and
st eppi ng up power sharing anong state cabi net nmenbers, he said.

Akbar khan said the time had conme for Sabah Foundation to be
restructured in accordance with current needs so that it was able to face
the increasingly sophisticated chal |l enges ahead.

He said politicians should not be allowed to be the foundation's
director or the chief executive of its subsidiary conpany, Innoprise
Cor poration

Dat uk Abu Serman Yusof (BN Al or Gajah) said the enphasis on technolgy in
the field of education could help produce nore skilled workers in the
country.

He said the Education Mnistry nmust adopt an integrated approach to
overcone the increasing nunber of students dropping science subjects in
Sijil Pel ajaran Mal aysi a exami nation.

Tan Yee Kew (BN-Kl ang) said the country's economc growh of 9.5 per
cent and the project rise in per capita incone to RML1, 000 in 1996 cane
about through proper planning and good | eadership

The debate continues tonorrow. -- Bernanm
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