04 AUG 1996
Sany- | ndi ans
ENOUGH | S ENOUGH, SAYS SAMY VELLU

KUALA LUVPUR, Aug 4 (Bernama) -- M C president Datuk Seri S.Samy Vellu
was visibly upset as he told the del egates at the 43rd M C general assenbly
today in an enptional setting that the party has had enough of the enpty
promi ses.

After 17 years at the helm the party president said he could not do
much for the Indian community because the M C did not receive the
cooperation and support that it deserved.

"l apol ogise to you. | could not do very nuch for you just because the
rightful power is not with us," he said when closing the two-day assenbly
at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre.

The conference held in conjunction with MC s 50th anni versary was
opened by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad yest erday.

Sanmy Vellu said the M C had deci ded not to depend a | ot on the
government in its quest to uplift the econom c status of the |ndians.

"I cannnot keep on telling the Indians that the governnent will do this
and that. How long can | keep on saying this. W nmust now stand on our own
feet," he said.

Sanmy Vellu said that the M C would now have to think of a contingency
plan on how to inprove the ot of the Indians. "I want to create a
self-reliant I ndian community," he added.

The M C president said the Indians deserved to be given their due
recognition and respect.

He recall ed the tine when the estate workers were degraded by the
British colonialists with "hum |iating words".

"And now the Indians in the estates are being treated like dirt," he
said, adding that they were left in the lurch as estates continued to cl ose
down for other lucrative ventures.

Sany Vellu said the M C woul d hold a brainstrom ng session soon to
di scuss the problens faced by the Indians and to map out the strategies and
progranmes to overcone t hem

On the demolition of H ndu shrines on governnent and private |and, he
gave one nmonth to the all MC branch | eaders to |ist out the affected
shrines in their area

"W will then discuss the matter with the National Council of Hindu
Tenpl es on what to do with the shrines,” he said.

Later at a press conference, Sany Vellu said that many people felt that
he was opposed to the nove by the party to have another Cabi net post.

"They think that | do not want (M C deputy president) Datuk
S. Subramani amto becone a M ni ster because he woul d underm ne ny position."

"This is not true because | have repeatedly asked for another
M nister's post but there has not been a favourable reply," he added.
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