02 OCT 1996
Mahat hi r - Umo
ERRANT UWNO MEMBERS ALSO JECPARDI SE THEI R POSI TI ON QUTSI DE THE PARTY

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 2 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
today that Ummo nmenbers proven to have practi sed noney politics, abused
their power and violated the ban on canpaigning in the run-up to the party
el ection next week will also jeopardise their position outside the party.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said that all reports received
regarding the nenbers invol ved woul d be used to determ ne whet her they were
fit to be | eaders including whether they could be fielded as Bari san
Nasi onal (BN) candi dates in the next general election.

"If we have proof, we can take action not only within the party, we can
even take action later on

"If they are not eligible we will ensure that they do not qualify but
we need to have cl ear proof, nere accusations are not enough," he told
reporters after witnessing the signing of the engineering, procurenment and
construction (EPC) contract for the RML3.6 billion Bakun hydro-electric
proj ect here.

It was signed between Bakun Hydro-El ectric Corporation Bhd (BHC) and
ABB- CBPO Consortium

Dr Mahathir adnmitted that sone of those involved might escape action by
the party by the tinme the party el ection was hel d because of |ack of proof
or because of time constraints.

However, he said, if clear proof was obtained after the party el ection,
action would still be taken agai nst them

"If there are no proof, he can proceed to contest...if there are proof
of abuse or deceit, then we will take action before or after," he said.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked to conment on the statenent by Umo
secretary-general Datuk Mhamed Rahmat that several supreme counci
menbers, deputy ministers and state exco nenbers were being investigated
relating to the matter.

"I have not got the full information. As far as | know there is no
reconmendati on to expel anyone," he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is BN chairman, was al so asked about his neeting with
Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yai k yesterday.

The Prime Mnister said that Dr Limtold himthat certain parties were
trying to interpret the interiminjunction granted by the H gh Court here
relating to the nom nation of Batu Menber of Parlianent Datuk Joseph Chong
to enable himto contest the post of Gerakan president on Saturday.

"As far as I'mconcerned, it's up to Gerakan to decide. |I'm not going
to force anybody to do anything," he said.

Chong is alleged to have misled the party on the interiminjunction
granted by the court to enable himto contest.

CGerakan's el ection supervisory conmttee chairman Tan Sri Chan Choong
Tak was reported to have said this after Gerakan's | awer and Chong's
| awyer net Justice Datuk Abdul Kadir Miusa to seek clarification on the
interiminjunction.
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