01 MAY 1996
PM Post car ds
ESTATE WORKERS SEEK PM S SUPPORT FOR MONTHLY WAGES

KLANG May 1 (Bernama) -- Estate workers from 1,500 estates nati onw de
will collect 500,000 postcards to be handed over to Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad seeking his support for a RMW/50 m ni mum nont hly
wage.

The Estate Wirkers' Support Committee, an ad hoc panel set up to fight
for estate workers nonthly wages, hopes to collect the cards in two years.

A spokesman of the conmittee A Sivarajan said the postcards would |ist
out their clainms and seek governnment's help to draw up gui del i nes on wage
negoti ati ons between pl antati on conpani es and wor kers uni ons.

Their clainms are;

* M ni mum RM750 nont hly pay;

* M ni mrum RMBO annual incremnent;

* M ni rum one- nont h bonus;

* Retirenment benefits of RML, 000 for each year of service and;

* Alternative housing and conpensation for di splaced workers when
estates are sold or acquired for devel opment purposes.

"W believe the governnent can draw up the guidelines for wage
negotiations to achieve our clains," he told reporters at a Wrkers' Day
gathering i n Boon Hean Estate, Bukit Rajah, here.

Wil e plantation conmpanies rake in big profits annually, Sivarajan said
estate workers were denied annual salary increments and bonus.

They are pai d neagre wages renderi ng themunable to save or invest, he
sai d.

The conmittee al so proposed that estates be placed under the purview of
the Rural Devel opnment M nistry to enable the workers to enjoy piped water
supply, electricity and tarred roads, he said.

Sivarajan said the commttee coll ected some 300,000 postcards inits
previ ous canpai gn which were sent to the Prime Mnister's Departnent on
April 1, 1995.

As a result of the canpaign, all estates bel ow 400ha were placed under
the Rural Devel opnent mnistry, he added. -- BERNAMA
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