30 APR 1996
Mahat hi r - Wor ker s
WORKERS' W SDOM ENSURES GOOD | NVESTMENT CLI MATE, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, April 30 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
today that part of the nation's progress is due not only to workers
contributions but also their wisdomin preserving industrial harnmony to
attract nore investnments.

"Thi s generates nore enpl oynent opportunities, causes a shortage of
wor kers and forces enployers to pay nore,” the Prine Mnister said in his
message to mark Workers Day tonorrow.

On the other hand if the industrial climte deteriorated and there was
no i ndustrial peace, investnents would be affected, there would be no
increase in jobs and there would be no pay rise, he said.

"What is worse many people will be unenpl oyed," he said.

He sai d many peopl e in devel oped countries were unenpl oyed because
those hol ding jobs were not prepared to accept | ower pay, their costs
remai ned high and their products were unable to conpete with those of other
countri es.

Dr Mahathir said as a devel opi ng country Mal aysia did not enjoy many
advant ages ot her than | ow cost of living and | ow wages.

Devel oped countries had many advantages, including greater access to
capital and high technol ogy, conprehensive support industries, arich
mar ket that could help | ocal production, know edge and a worl dwi de
mar keti ng network, experienced managenent and many ot her things, he said.

Mal aysi a on the other hand had to buy technol ogy from advanced
countries causing the cost of its industrial goods to continue to increase.

"Now t he devel oped countries say they will block the entry of our goods
into their markets if they are not satisfied with our denocracy, our human
rights record or environnental protection,” Dr Mahathir said.

Devel oped countries had already restricted the entry of Ml aysia's
tropical tinber into their nmarkets, purportedly because Mal aysia's tinber
i ndustry threatened the environnment, he said.

"Their real aimis to protect their tinber industry and other
i ndustries, " Dr Mahathir said.

The Prime M nister said actions taken by the devel oped countries would
usual Iy cause Mal aysia's econony to decline or to remain stagnant.

"If our industries do not expand, many people will be unenpl oyed and
those working will not get better pay," he said.

He called on Ml aysi an workers to be wary of trade unions from
devel oped countries that expressed synpathy for the plight of Ml aysian
wor kers.

"Previously when we did not have products to conpete with them they
di d not show any synpat hy.

"Now al | of a sudden they show synpathy and express solidarity with our
workers. W need to be on guard as there may be a hi dden notive," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

He said the governnment wanted to increase not only workers' incomes but
al so their purchasi ng power.

The Prime M nister said higher pay should not result in increased cost
of living or nake the country's goods | ess conpetitive in the world narket.

"God willing, if we can take care of these two things, workers will
truly reap the benefits,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said | ocal workers had been successful in their struggles.

The | ocal workers' standard of |iving had been continually rising,



partly due to the unions' chanpioning of their cause and al so because of
the nation's progress, he said. -- BERNAVA
SJA MIA YBY
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