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EUROPEAN LEADERS MAY STEER CLEAR OF "SENSI Tl VE" | SSUES AT ASEM

By: Abdul Rahman Ahnad

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 25 (Bernama) -- European | eaders may steer clear of
i ssues deened "sensitive" to their Asian counterparts when both sides neet
for the first Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM in Bangkok on March 1-2.

A Mal aysi an Foreign Mnistry source said today European senior
officials who net their Asian counterparts in Rome on Feb 8 to finalise the
agenda for ASEM had agreed that such i ssues be avoi ded.

The source said the European senior officials would forward to their
| eaders the Asian request that they steer clear of sensitive i ssues as they
m ght di srupt the sumit.

The Asi an request was forwarded to the European senior officials by
Thai |l and, the representative of the Asian side, during the neeting in Rone.
The European side was represented by Italy.

Anong i ssues deened sensitive to certain Asian countries are those
concerning the fornmer Portuguese col ony of East Tinor now under |ndonesian
rul e, human rights violations and | oggi ng.

According to the source, Thailand informed its Asian counterparts that
"t he European side has responded to our request that no sensitive issues be
rai sed during the summt so as to save nore tine for the | eaders to discuss
matters that are beneficial to all."

The source said the European side had al so agreed to an Asi an request
that no mnisterial-level neeting, be it foreign, econom c or trade
mnisters, be held parallel to the sumrit proper due to tine constraint.

The Asi an side concl uded preparations for ASEM during the two-day
informal nmeeting of the 10 Asian Foreign Mnisters in Phuket early this
nont h.

The source said the nmeeting in Rome agreed to the list of matters to be
di scussed by the | eaders during the sumit.

Twenty-five | eaders fromAsia and Europe will neet face-to-face for the
first tinme, marking a new era of cooperation between the two regions,
provi di ng greater opportunities for Asia's vibrant market and for
resuscitating Europe's saggi ng econonic fortunes.

The Asian consists of the seven Asean nenber countries -- Brunei,
| ndonesi a, Mal aysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vi etnam - -
and Chi na, Japan and Sout h Korea.

Fromthe EU are Austria, Belgium Britain, Denmark, Finland, France
Gernmany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxenbourg, the Netherl ands, Portugal,
Spai n and Sweden.

It was earlier reported that the European side wanted to raise
sensitive issues during the sumit proper particularly on hunman rights.

But the Asian side felt that sensitive issues should be avoided in
order no to jeopardise the sunmt.

The Asian Foreign Mnisters' neeting in Phuket also collectively agreed
that sensitive issues should be discussed at other forunms, not at the
sunmmi t.

| ndonesi an Foreign Mnister Ali Alatas had said that the sumit shoul d
not be sidetracked by irrelevant issues which could undernmine its success.

He said if European | eaders were to raise sensitive issues, their Asian
counterparts could do the sane.

"l can think of at |least 10 issues which could enbarrass the
Eur opeans, " Al atas sai d.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said | ast nonth that he



m ght raise the issue of the French nuclear tests in Mururoa and Fangat aufa
atolls in the South Pacific during the summt. -- BERNAVA
ARA LDB
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