12 JAN 1996
Eusof fe
EUSCFFE COVPLAI NED OF DEPRESSI ON, SAYS | MAM

PULAU PI NANG, Jan 12 (Bernane) -- Former Suprene Court Judge Tan Sri
Eusof f e Abdool cader, who was found dead with a gunshot wound yesterday, had
told a close friend that he felt depressed.

The I mam of Masjid Dawoodi Bohra in Lebuh Chulia, Yusuf Sal eh Bhoi,
said Eusoffe told himthis at a private hospital here on Monday where the
former judge was receiving treatnent.

"Tan Sri told nme that he was very depressed and that |ife had no
nmeani ng anynore. | told himto be patient," Yusuf told reporters at the
Pul au Pi nang Hospital nortuary today.

Yusuf said Eusoffe had al so expressed a wish to be buried next to his
wife.

Eusoffe, 71, was found dead with a gunshot wound in the right tenple at
his hone in Taman Jesselton here at 4.35pm A .38 Smth & Wsson revol ver
was found next to his body.

Hi s brother, Am nudden, 66, said Eusoffe told himthat he was
frequently sick and had constipati on when they | ast net on Mnday.

He was the fourth anbng six siblings, said Am nudden, a pensioner who
was at the nortuary to claimhis body.

Their only sister who is eldest in the fanmily, Patinma Nahoda, is in
Bonbay, el dest brother Dr Tahir in London, second brother Abeeden in Japan
and youngest brother Sroj in Australia.

Meanwhi | e, the doctor who performed the post-nortemon his body said
Eusof fe died al nost instantly fromthe shot that pierced his head from
right to left.

State CID chief SAC Il Loo Choo Huat said today that there was no
evi dence of foul play.

Dr Mahathir also said the Muslimworld was in turnoil and Miuslins were
fighting each other and they cannot agree even to co-operate to help
t hemsel ves.

"And we are weak, unable to defend ourselves, and are frequently forced
to side with those whose good intentions we doubt but whose support we need
because we are weak," he said.

"If the | earned anbng us are so poor that we cannot convi nce anyone
that we are the best people; if the Muslimcountries are so weak that we
are conpl etely dependent upon the charity and hel p of the non-Mislim
powers; if it is obvious that we are willing to sell Islamc brotherhood in
order to survive; if Islam c brotherhood beconmes obviously a farce as we
fight each other; can we really convince ourselves that we are foll ow ng
the correct teachings of Islan? Can we really convince others that Islamis
the right path?," he said.

Dr Mahathir said while Muslins were busy trying to nake t hensel ves nore
Islami c, many Muslins in conquered territories and those who have been
forced to to seek refuge in non-Miuslimland have | ost faith, have forsaken
their religion and have even converted to other faiths.

"They suffer untold hardshi ps and humilation. And they cone to us for
hel p. Is it evidence of the goodness of Islamthat we can offer them no
help? Is it that we know, but we don't care as |long as we can ensure heaven
for us in the hereafter,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said: "lIs selfishness pronoted by Islamthat we think we
can ignore the needs of our brothers because we are busy trying to gain
merit for ourselves. Is it Islamwhich is wong or is it our interpretation



of Islan?. "

He said that Muslins knew that poverty destroys faith but they
(Muslins) do nothing about it, preferring to associate poverty with piety
despite the teachings of the Quran that poverty was one step away froml oss
of faith. -- Bernanmm
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