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EVERY DEVELOPMENT | NVOLVES SOVE SACRI FI CE- DR MAHATHI R

By: Ali Mamat and Syed Jam | Jaafar

VELLI NGTON, March 26 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad said
today there are times when sonme sacrifice has to be made in the interests
of devel opnment and the wel | being of the people.

However such sacrifice would not necessitate the total destruction of
the environnent as made out by certain Non-CGovernnental Organisations
(N&D), he said.

"We'll preserve the environnent. At the sane tine we should give
priority to the people's wellbeing so that they too will achieve progress
i ke the peopl es of devel oped countries," he said when replying to severa
questions during a neeting with sone 200 Mal aysi ans i ncl udi ng students
studying i n New Zeal and, at the Ml aysi an H gh Commi ssi on here.

The Prime Mnister, who is on a four-day visit to this country, gave an
assurance that at |east 70 per cent of Malaysia's surface would remain
covered in greenery including 50 per cent with virgin forests and 20 per
cent with crops such as rubber and oil palm

He said clainms by certain NGOs that the governnent had destroyed the
way of |ife of Sarawak's Penan comunity with the construction of the Bakun
Hydro-el ectricity Dam project was nonsense and del i berately created so that
the community woul d remai n backward.

It was clear some NGOs, which were being nmade use of by certain
devel oped countries, preferred to see the Penans continuing to use bl ow
pi pes and hunt nonkeys in the jungle for a living rather than be invol ved
in the mai nstream of national devel opnent, Dr Mahathir said.

Mal aysi a needed cheap source of power |ike the one which would be
supplied by the Bakun Damto speed up industrial growmh and realisation of
Vi si on 2020, he said.

Repl yi ng to anot her question, Dr Mahathir said a caring Ml aysi an
society could only be created if the various communities were attentive to
each other and not merely expect the governnment to be caring towards the
peopl e.

During the neeting which | asted about two hours, Dr Mahathir al so
answer ed questions about the dadah problem the position of Mara schol ars,
the future of the English Language in Mal aysi a and bal ancing spiritual and
mat eri al devel opnent.

Earlier the Prime Mnister called on New Zeal and' s Governor- GCenera
Sir Mchael Hardi e Boys at Governnent House. Tonight Dr Mahathir wll
attend an informal dinner hosted by his New Zeal and counterpart Ji m Bol ger
at his official residence at Preni er House here. -- BERNAMA
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