16 MAY 1996
Medi a- Domi nat e
EXAM NE PRESS FREEDOM AND PROFESSI ONAL STANDARDS | N AS| A

KUALA LUMPUR, May 16 (Bernama) -- Press freedom and prof essiona
standards in Asia have to be exam ned urgently to counter western nedia
dom nation in the fastest growi ng econonic region in the world, a sem nar
here was tol d today.

I ndi an Express editorial consultant T.S.J. George said the nedia in the
advanced countries who believed that Asia was the future world's centre had
taken steps to keep their influence and dom nance here.

He said Australia's Fairfax Group had just |aunched a publication
called "Asia Pacific Magazine" while British interests were |aunching a new
publication called "Sout heast Asia Mnitor" and Ti me nagazi ne was novi ng
its international headquarters to Asia.

"These new initiatives will shove up the work al ready bei ng done by the
I nternational Herald Tribune and the Asian Wall Street Journal and ot her
publications fromthe west," he said in his keynote adress at the sem nar
on Press Freedom and Professional Standards in Asia, here.

He al so said that sone of the world' s biggest conpani es today were
medi a conpani es and they control |l ed everything fromproducing raw materi al
to final delivery systens.

"By the year 2000 five to 10 giant corporations will control the world
i nportant newspapers, mmgazi nes, books, broadcast stations, cabl e channels,
musi ¢ recordi ng, novies and audi o vi deo busi ness.

"These five to 10 giants will decide what we read, use, watch or hear."
he sai d.

He said these | atest devel opnment was aimed at controlling the hearts
and m nds of Asians and dom nating the public opinion here.

"Circunstances that have devel oped around us give the subject of press
freedom and prof essional standards a new and urgent rel evance and we an
profit only if we exam ne themfree of the popular nyths associated with
them " he added.

Ceorge said the first thing to do if the Asian nedia were to cut
t hrough the underbrush of popular nyths was to stand on their own.

"Al'l of us are the products of western nedia. Qur m nds have been,
sublimnally and otherw se, shaped by "The Economi st” and "The New York
Ti mes", by CNN and M ckey Mouse," he said.

He added that thus it was inportant to come to ternms with this ground
reality before they could discuss any aspect of the nedia in Asia nore
meani ngful | y.

George also stressd the need for the Asian nedia to stand up to western
bul | yi ng.

"Mal aysian Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad has
consistently and very boldly stood up to bullying but he is a solitary
exception.

"I'n this aggressive age, exceptions will not do and we need an Asia
that can say no but unfortunately the nedia in Asia seens unable to play a
| eadership role in this area," he said. -- BERNAMA
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