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Mahat hi r-1 nfornmati on
EXERCI SE SELF- CENSORSHI P TO | NFORMATI ON, USERS TOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 22 (Bernamm) -- Systemtel ecommuni cati ons users
shoul d exerci se self-censorship to information, opting only the good and
rejecting the bad, said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad said
t oday.

He said the society nust realise and act for thenselves as the
government coul d not keep up with the rapid advance in conmuni cati ons
technol ogy through the formulation of |aws or policies or control
nmechani sns.

"The government's control is not inportant if only useful information
i s channel l ed through the tel ecommuni cati ons equi pnent," he sai d when
openi ng Si stem Tel evi syen Mal aysi a Berhad (TV3) Operations Centre, Sri
Pent as, Bandar Ut amm, near here.

Dr Mahathir said all sorts of propaganda, deviationi st teachings,
foreign i deol ogi es and pornographic material s were being di sseni nat ed
t hrough the nodern equi pnent of conmuni cati ons technol ogy.

"Human desire is exploited to reap nore profits. The situation is not
much different fromtrafficking in dadah, regardless of its effect," he
sai d.

The governnent, he said, would continue to use the laws and certain
technol ogy to censor such naterials which were channell ed t hrough
t el ecommuni cati ons equi pnent .

But just |ike dadah which was rejected because the mgjority of the
peopl e were aware of its harnful effect, undesirable information too could
al so be rejected through sinilar awareness, he said.

Dr Mahathir said radio and tel evision stations in Mlaysia, which would
have hundreds of channels in the near future, nust play a major role in
efforts to conbat these negative el enents by not only censoring the
mat eri al s and programres for broadcast but al so sel ecting programes that
were both entertaining and contributing to devel opnent of good character.

He said those assigned the task nust be sel ected peopl e because they
had to nmake inmportant val ue judgenent in the selection and censorship of
t he progranmes.

"W don't need fanatics who reject everything but we al so don't need
peopl e who are too |liberal or irresponsible as censors in our broadcasting
stations,” he said.

He hoped that TV3, as the country's first private television station,
woul d becone an exanpl e of a responsible corporate and i nformati on body.

Dr Mahathir said he was sure that nobody would |ose out if private
tel evision stations were not obssessed with drawing the viewers to the
extent of willing to destroy society and country.

"If all our stations are responsi ble and noderate, no one will | ose
out, the stations, the governnent or the society and country," he said.

He al so congratul ated TV3 for havi ng achi eved nmany not abl e progress
since it was |launched on June 1, 1984, in particular it was set up w thout
the services of foreign experts although the country at the tinme did not
have many experts in tv broadcast engi neering.

It showed that Mal aysia was capable of standing on its own feet in
certain fields and did not need foreign expertise. -- BERNAVA
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