15 FEB 1996
Mahat hi r -t el ephone
FAIR TO TI ME LOCAL CALLS, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 15 (Bername) -- The new rate for |ocal tel ephone
calls at three sen per minute with a mni mumcharge of nine sen is fairer
than the present flat rate of 13 sen, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
t oday.

The Prime Mnister said the newtariff structure would benefit nore
peopl e because | ocal calls generally |asted not nore than four m nutes.

"Currently one mnute also costs 13 sen but under the new structure it
is only three sen. If you use (the tel ephone) for four mnutes, it is only
12 sen," he told reporters after recording his Hari Raya nessage at
Angkasapuri here.

Yest erday, the Cabinet decided that fromthis June 1 local calls wll
be charged according to duration

When announci ng t he deci sion yesterday, Energy, Tel econmunications and
Post M nister Datuk Leo Moggie also said the rates for calls to 31
countries woul d be reduced by between six and 31 percent.

Dr Mahathir said the tine-based calls would have sone effect on people
usi ng the tel ephone for |ong periods per call, |ike subscribers of the
Integrated Services Digital Network, Internet and conputer users.

"If you want to use a conputer for 24 hours and pay 13 sen, it is
unfair to people who use the tel ephone for only one mnute and yet have to
pay 13 sen," he said.

He said intensive users of tel ephone could get |eased |ines where they
could use it for as long as they |like at fixed charges.

Dr Mahathir said the cheaper international calls showed that the
governnent wanted to be fair by ensuring that if the charge for one service
was slightly increased, that for another woul d be | owered.

The lower rates for international calls were also to help Ml aysi a
conpete with other countries in providing efficient and cheap
t el ecomuni cati ons services, he said. -- Bernama
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