04 COCT 1996
LEAD Mahat hi r - Bangl adeshi s
FATE OF BANGLADESH WORKERS TO BE DECI DED ON OCT 16

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 4 (Bernamm) -- The fate of Bangl adeshi workers in
Mal aysi a and the question of whether to continue accepting themw |l be
deci ded by the National Security Council (NSC) at its meeting on Cct 16,
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said tonight.

The Prime Mnister said the NSC woul d consider the possibility of
Mal aysi a reduci ng the intake of Bangl adeshi workers in the wake of the
soci al problenms created by themin this country.

"This matter was rai sed by Umo Suprene Council menbers and | as the
chairman of the NSCwill bring it up at the NSC neeting," he told reporters
after chairing the nonthly neeting of the Suprene Council here.

Lately there had been nany negative reports concerni ng Bangl adesh
workers in this country including about their involvenment in fights with
| ocal people in Pulau Pinang and Johor and their relations with | oca
worren.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, said the Suprenme Counci
menbers viewed seriously the social problens created by Bangl adeshi workers
and left it to the NSCto take appropriate action.

The Prime Mnister said he had all al ong rem nded Mal aysi ans that the
country could face social problenms if it depended too much on foreign
| abour.

He said his fear had now becone a reality with reports on soci al
probl ens created by foreign workers appearing al nbost every day.

Dr Mahathir bl amed the |l arge presence of foreign workers in this
country at the attitude of Ml aysi ans who were not keen to do | abour
i ntensive jobs.

"We sonetinmes | ook for the easy way out just like sonme of the Mddle
East countries. They (the people in these countries) prefer to take in
forei gn workers because they don't want to work," he said.

He said al though the government accepted the fact that Ml aysia needed
foreign workers to cope with its rapid developnment, it regreted the
attitude of unenpl oyed Mal aysi ans to decline to do | abour intensive jobs.

The Prinme M nister was asked if he woul d di scuss about |ndonesi an
workers in this country when he neets President Suharto who arrives here on
Sunday for a two-day visit.

Dr Mahathir said he would not raise the subject because Suharto's visit
was taking place before the NSC woul d be nmaki ng any deci sion on foreign
wor kers.

The hour-1ong Suprerme Council meeting al so received the report of the
Umo disciplinary committee under the chairmanship of party deputy
presi dent Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mon noney politics, power abuse and
breaches to the ban on canpaigning for the party's Cctober el ection.

Dr Mahathir said the commttee did not have any concrete evidence to
take action agai nst the candi dates concerned and therefore the nunber of
candi dadt es contesting remai ned at 185.

However, he said the Security Council had agreed to drop 15 del egates
because they were bankrupt -- 13 of themfromthe list of delegates to the
party general assenbly on Cct 10-12 and two others to the Umo Youth
conference on Cct 9.

He said the dropped del egates woul d not be repl aced.

Dr Mahathir said the Suprene Council repeated its warning to party
menbers to abide by the ban on canpaigning until the party el ection was
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