01 JUL 1996
Mahat hi r - Sabah
FEDERAL GOVT PLEDGES TO OVERCOME SABAH S SECURI TY PROBLEM

KUALA LUMPUR, July 1 (Bernama) -- The federal governnment has given an
assurance that it will help Sabah resolve the security problemit has been
facing for nore than 20 years.

Sabah Chief M nister Datuk Yong Teck Lee said this assurance was given
by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad at a neeting w th Sabah
state and federal mnisters here today.

Yong said he was satisfied with the pledge by Dr Mahathir and the steps
bei ng taken by the federal government to beef up security in the state,
especially in the east coast to conbat piracy.

At the sane tinme, the state government would draw up a policy and the
i mpl ement ati on mechani smfor tackling the problemof illegal imrgrants and
foreign workers in Sabah.

"This includes controlling their entry and nanagi ng the activities of
foreign workers," he told reporters after the one-hour neeting at the Prine
M ni ster's Departnent.

Yong said they had al so held di scussions with the National Security
Council (NSC) and State Security and Devel opnent Committee on how t he Task
Force could enhance its role in handling the problemof illegal immgrants
and foreign workers.

The state governnent asked the federal governnent to hold talks with
t he I ndonesi an and Phili ppi ne governnments to seek ways to stemthe inflow
of illegal imrgrants fromtheir countries to Sabah, he said.

I ndonesi a has a consul ate in Sabah to nanage the entry of its workers
and Yong hoped that the Philippines would al so set up one to do this.

The problemof illegal imrigrants and foreign workers was a major issue
in Sabah and it shoul d be resol ved fast w thout jeopardising the state's
security, he said.

"W now need nmany workers to devel op Sabah but the entry of foreigners
shoul d be done through organi sed and | egal neans,” he said.

On Sabah's devel opnent pl ans, Yong said they told Dr Mahat hir about the
state's wish to upgrade its network of federal roads under the Seventh
Mal aysia Plan and this required big allocations.

Yong said the Prine Mnister gave an assurance that Sabah's request
woul d be considered during the md-termreview of the Seventh Plan if the
state governnent admi nistration performed well these two years.

"W thanked the Prinme Mnister because Sabah's allocation under the
Seventh Mal aysia Plan is 70 percent nore than what it received under the
previous plan," he said.

Asked whet her Sabah political issues were discussed at the neeting,
Yong said "yes, but they took a back seat".

Dr Mahat hir said Sabah politics had shown signs of increasing maturity
and he was confident that any political problens in the state coul d
definitely be resolved, Yong said.

As such, the Barisan Nasional election machinery could be further
st rengt hened between now and the next state el ection, he added. -- BERNAMA
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