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"FEEL GOOD MOCD EMERGES FROM M LESTONE ASI A- EURCPE MEET

By: Ahmad Zuki man Zain

BANGKOK, March 3 (Bernama) -- After two days of unprecendented talks
here, Asian and European | eaders broke new grounds in the quest for deeper
region-to-region |inks based on equality and nutual respect.

Wil e certain quarters had openly admtted of initial scepticismabout
the Asi a- Europe Meeting (ASEM, the triunph of sorts acconplished at the
gathering left the | eaders feeling good about future ties between two of
the nost dynamic regions in the world.

Al t hough trade and econom c i ssues were supposed to be the thrust of
the sunmit, political matters were not left out, the nost notable being the
hi storic neeting between the | eaders of |Indonesia and Portugal over the
East Tinor dispute -- a closely-followed subject especially anpong the
Western nedi a.

But the political issues were significantly dealt with nore on the
sidelines as controversial subjects such as East Tinor were carefully
avoi ded at the | eaders-only sunmmt.

In the run-up to the neeting, Portugal was reported to have wanted to
rai se the i ssue duri ng ASEM whi ch woul d have put | ndonesia on the
def ensive. Had this happened, many observers believed the neeting would be
di srupt ed.

The subj ect "cool ed down" when | eaders of the two countries held their
first neeting in 20 years in an unschedul ed bilateral session after a
wel com ng dinner for all participating heads.

Wil e the nmeeting between | ndonesia's President Suharto and Portugal's
Prime Mnister Antonio Cuterres was described as a " breakthrough' in the
East Tinor issue, the com ng together of |eaders fromthe two regions
gener at ed ot her notabl e neetings on the fringes.

British Prime Mnister John Major took the opportunity to tal k about
Hong Kong's future with his Chinese counterpart Li Peng while South Korea
and Japan di scussed the disputed islands in the Japan Seas.

Mal aysian Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oo had
informal nmeetings with several Asian and European | eaders on the sidelines.

They included Thai Premnmier and conference chai rman Banharn Sil pa-archa,
Si ngapore's Prime M nister Goh Chok Tong and Austrian Chancel or Franz
Vranit zky.

Looki ng ahead fromthe success of the gathering, the 10 | eaders from
Asia conprising the Asean seven-nenber states plus China, Japan and South
Korea and their counterparts fromthe 15-nenber European Union (EU) agreed
to meet for the next ASEMin London in 1998.

Dealing with the political aspects, the neeting agreed on the
i mportance of enhancing the di al ogues between Asia and Europe on genera
security issues particularly on confidence-building, an el enent m ssing
fromthe Asian-Anerican di al ogue, the Asia-Pacific Econom c Cooperation
(APEC) forum

Towards this end, the Southeast Asia Nucl ear Wapon- Free Zone ( SEANWFZ)
Treaty, signed here during the Asean Sunmit | ast Decenber, canme into focus.

In this regard, France indicated that it was willing to endorse the
treaty and wanted to sort out details first.

To pronote exchanges between peoples and cultural groups, the neeting
agreed that an Asi a- Europe Foundation be set up in Singapore with
contributions fromAsian and European countri es.

An Asi a- Europe University Programme woul d al so be established to foster



exchanges of students and scholars with a view to devel opi ng better
under standi ng of the cultures, histories and busi ness practices of both
regi ons.

According to Dr Mahathir, the European | eaders attending the neet had
adm tted that Europeans knew little about Asia conpared to Asians
know edge of Europe. This was because nmany Asians had pursued their
uni versity education i n Europe.

Hence he said European countries could bridge the gap by setting up
uni versity branches and twi nning progranmmes in this region not only to
cater for Asians but also for Europeans to come here to study.

This would |l ead to better understanding of Asian val ue systens,
cul tures and thinking anong the Europeans while setting-up the contacts
anong future | eaders of both regions.

Apart fromthat, intellectual exchanges between Asia and Europe through
t he hol di ng of seminars and synposia on international and regional issues
and the establishment of networks anmongst the appropriate think-tanks from
both regi ons woul d al so be carried out. -- BERNAMA
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