07 AUG 1996
Fi ji-Cooperation
FIJI | NTENDS TO EMJLATE MALAYSI A' S | TM CONCEPT

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 7 (Bernama) -- Fiji is inpressed with the set-up of
Mara Institute of Technology (I TM and hopes to create a sinilar
institution, Fijian Prime Mnister Sitiveni Rabuka said today.

Wnding up a three-day visit to Mal aysia, Rabuka said the | TM concept
was of relevance to Fiji. He visited I TMin Shah Al am yest er day.

He said he woul d be tal king to his Cabinet about the concept in the
hope of getting support to establish such an institution in the island
nati on.

"I believe it is very inportant for our own political stability," he
told a news conference at the KL Hilton here after Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad nmade a farewell call on him

He said that Fiji was also keen to | earn nore about Ml aysia's econonic
pl anni ng progranmme particularly in the concept that economc activities
were not planned in isolation.

"I't has had a very strong political consideration as part of the
overal | economi c devel opment programre of your governnent...Perhaps our own
econom ¢ planners could |l earn fromyou," he said.

Rabuka said he was hoping to get the cooperation of the other major
races in Fiji to go the same way as Mal aysia in achieving national unity.

Describing his visit to Malaysia as very good, he said the private
sector of both countries could enhance Mal aysia-Fiji relations by stepping
up cooperation.

He invited Mal aysians to widen their participationin Fiji's agro-based
and tourismindustries or investing in new areas |ike aquacul ture.

While Fiji was | ooking for nore five-star hotels to be built, he said
the country woul d consi der proposals to establish hotels of |esser
classification outside the tourismbelt of the main island.
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