04 SEP 1996
Sar awak- Anwar (El ection Focus)
FINAL LAP OF S' WAK POLLS CAMPAI GN GETS ANWAR BOGCST

By: Azman U ang

KUCH NG Sept 4 (Bernama) -- The battle for votes in the Sept 7-8
Sarawak state el ection has entered the final lap with Deputy Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimjoining the fray with four speaki ng engagenents
during his half-day visit to Sarawak tonorrow.

Anwar's presence is expected to add sparks to an el ecti on marked by
general Iy sl uggi sh canpai gni ng, whi ch some Bari san Nasi onal (BN) | eaders
attributed to "conpl acency” follow ng the four-party coalition's comandi ng
lead with 19 seats won uncontested on nomi nati on day on Aug 27.

Wth the BN fighting an al ready depl et ed opposition whose 66 candi dat es
are contesting mainly as I ndependents for the 43 renmi ning seats up for
grabs, ground reports fromthe various constituencies showed it is
unassail ably poised to achi eve what Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib
Mahnmud had initially predicted as a cl ean sweep.

Tai b, who is president of the Parti Pesaka Bum putera Bersatu (PBB)
his deputy Tan Sri Alfred Jabu and Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak president
Dat uk Leo Moggi e have been anbng the hardest canpaigners, hitting the trai
by criss-crossing this vast state in helicopters, with Mggi e concentrating
inthe last few days on Belaga in Sarawak's interior heartl and.

Shortly upon arrival here, Anwar will hop into a helicopter to
Si munj an, about 100km from here, to open the town's water treatnment
pl ant.

Then he will fly to Kampung Stenggang, smack right into "Bidayuh
territory" along the Bau/Lundu Road, where the BN is involved in its nost
i ntense tussle against Dr Patau Rubis, the flag-bearer of the opposition
chall enge in the polls.

By all accounts, Dr Patau is having an edge over his opponent Peter
Nansi an Ngusi e, the BN candi date from Snap, where Dr Patau was seni or vice
president until he quit just before the dissolution of the State
Legi sl ative Assenbly on Aug 15.

Dr Patau's influence and strength is acknowl eged by all and sundry and
in his constituency of Tasik Biru, which includes the fanmous gold nining
town of Bau, his popularity seens inpregnable.

This was even acknow edged by Tai b, who has been consistently telling
the voters of Tasik Biru to "throw out” Dr Patau for the sake of
devel opnent.

" Tasik Biru is a problemarea for BN. Qur nmachinery is not able to
penetrate the area,"” Taib told Bernanma yesterday.

According to BN party workers, Anwar's presence in Tasik Biru is
necessary to counter clains by the opposition that sone of the independent
candi dates contesting this election are "supported" by sone top BN | eaders,
including Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad and Anwar hi nsel f
-- clains which both | eaders have outrightly denied.

Anwar will open an oil palmestate there. He will al so have two night
functions in Kuching, attending a BN di nner and opening a flyover, before
returning to Kuala Lunpbur at 10 pm

By virtue of being the Menber of Parlianent for the area, Dr Patau had
access to national |eaders in Kuala Lunpur, which is why talk in the
constituency has been that he is one such candidate with KL support.

Fel | ow MP Dat uk Nazri Aziz, who was here earlier this week, told
Bernama that it was hard for himto think of Dr Patau as an opposition nan

He is very nmuch a BN nman at heart. | don't know how he is going to



adj ust being in the opposition canp, " said Nazri, who is Deputy M nister
inthe Prime Mnister's Departnent.

What Nazri said seens to bear out on the ground. Dr Patau does not
attack the BN in his canpai gn speeches but he appears to be bitter only
over his sacking as an Assistant Mnister |ast year follow ng charges that
he "pl anted" sonme i ndependent candi dates in the 1995 parlianentary
el ection.

Dr Patau has al so deni ed these charges and his canpai gn workers have
dism ssed themas flinmsy in an effort to win support fromthe predom nantly
Bi dayuh el ectorate not only in Tasik Biru but also in the nei ghbouring
Bengoh, as well as Kedup, Tanjong Datu and Tebedu Tarat where the Bi dayuh,
like Dr Patau, formthe majority of voters.

According to ground reports, the BNis facing an intense challenge in
t hese ot her Bi dayuh constituencies fromindependent candi dates said to be
aligned to Dr Patau, wooing votes on the "Bi dayuhisn' issue.

Probably as a reflection of his popularity in Tasik Biru, not one
poster of the man ot herwi se known as M Kojak (after shaving his head in
prot est agai nst his suspension from Snap), could be seen around.

In fact, Dr Patau admtted that he has not printed any poster because
he prefers house to house canpaign to counter the strength of the
wel | - organi sed BN rmachi nery at the di sposal of Peter Nansian, his chartered
accountant BN rival who was fornerly assistant general manager of the
Bi ntul u Devel opnment Aut hority.

Tajem who is PBDS Deputy President is not seeking re-el ection.

Lawan kicked up a lot of interest on another front as well. Yesterday,
he took out a full-page advertisenent in the Borneo Post newspaper to state
reasons why he stood agai nst the BN, the only independent or opposition
candi date to have done so in the election so far.

In the adverti senent, Lawan said he was standing to fight agai nst noney
politics, uphold the pride and dignity of the Ibans and to check any
tendency of the |Ibans being used as nominees in politics.

" It's not the advertisenent that is of so nmuch interest, but the fact
that with nbst newspapers in the state being politically-connected, it is
the fact that his advertisenent was published at all that was as nuch a
surprise as Lawan, known to be a BN man, standing against the BN ,k"
commented a political analyst.

" The notive of his candidacy is the subject of nuch specul ation,” the
anal yst sai d.

Li ke in many other rural constituencies, reaching out to voters in the
wi dely dispersed villages in Tasik Biru appears to give Peter Nansian the
advantage | ogistically. The constituency is 1,022 sq kmin size, the
farthest part only a stone's throw fromthe | ndonesi an border.

Wil e the 20-o0dd constituencies having mgjority Ml ay- Ml anau voters
hel d by incunbents from PBB are seei ng one-sided battle for the BN, reports
indicated interesting tussles are shaping up in several |ban-majority areas
Ii ke Bukit Begunan, Engkilili, Batang Ai, Krian, Meluan and Pakan

The nost intense battle anbng these I ban seats is in Bukit Begunan
where true to his name, Donald Lawan (lawan is Malay for fight), the former
Snap man who beat Dat uk Dani el Tajem (forner Deputy Chief Mnister and
current Ml aysian H gh Conmi ssioner to New Zeal and), in the 1987 el ecti on,
is giving BN newconer Mong Dagang, fromthe PBDS, a run for his noney.

PBDS vi ce president Dr Janmes Masing, who is also the party's director
of operation for this election, conceded that up to today, Bukit Begunan is
| ocked in a "close fight".

Lawan, a successful |ban busi nessman who owns a few nedi um si zed hotel s
here, this tine is standing as an i ndependent candi date, because he says
his grassroot support is still strong in the area, through his connection



with Snap, the party which he quit just to contest the election.

Tajem who is PBDS Deputy President is not seeking re-election.

Lawan kicked up a lot of interest on another front as well. Yesterday,
he took out a full-page advertisenent in the Borneo Post newspaper to state
reasons why he stood agai nst the BN, the only independent or opposition
candi date to have done so in the election so far.

In the adverti senent, Lawan said he was standing to fight agai nst noney
politics, uphold the pride and dignity of the Ibans and to check any
tendency of the |Ibans being used as nominees in politics.

" 1t's not the advertisenent that is of so nmuch interest, but the fact
that with nost newspapers in the state being politically-connected, it is
the fact that his adverti senent was published at all that was as nuch a
surprise as Lawan, known to be a BN man, standing against the BN ,"
commented a political analyst.

" The notive of his candidacy is the subject of nuch speculation," the
anal yst sai d.

The nanme of Mal aysia's construction supreno, Tan Sri Ti ng Pek Khiing
has al so been dragged into the current canpai gning

He is alleged to be supporting a certain i ndependent candi date for the
Mer adong constituency, situated, in his birthplace of Bintangor, forcing
himto i ssue a deni al yesterday.

Ting, a maj or sponsor of the Sarawak United People's Party (SUPP), said
al t hough he might not like the BN candi date, Thomas Hii, who is involved in
a four-cornered fight, this was no reason for himto support independent
candi dat es.

Don't use ny nanme for political purposes, | fully support BN " he
sai d.
Wth three days to polling, the 580,697 voters in the 43 constituences
still to be decided are in for even nore intense wooing by party workers in

their last-ditch efforts to garner support for their candi dates, especially
in the areas considered grey and nargi nal areas.

Chief Mnister Taib goes into this election showing hardly any sign of
tension that was apparent in the nore difficult 1987 and 1991 el ecti ons.

If there is any sign at all, it is perhaps due to physical strain and
tiredness after stonping the ground accoss the state in support of BN
candi dat es.

But as the utterly relaxed and confident Chief Mnister put it in
nunerous nedia interviews over the past two weeks: The BN victory in the
state polls has never been in doubt but what the BN wants is the cl earest
of mandates to | ead Sarawak into the 21st century. -- BERNAVA
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