18 APR 1996
FI RST BATCH OF 200 UNITS OF PROTON W RA NOW I N CROATI A

By: Sal bi ah Sai d

ZAGREB, April 18 (Bernama) -- The first batch of 200 Proton Wra cars
has al ready entered the Croatian market, says Proton Corporation Sdn Bhd's
manager of international business, Norzahid Mohd Zahudi .

The first shipment marks Proton's entry into its 31st export narket,
sai d Norzahi d who has been nanning the Proton stand at the Ml aysi an
Products Exhibition at the Zagreb fair here since Mynday.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad today officially | aunched
the exhi bition which started on Monday.

Dr Mahathir, now on a one-day official visit to Croatia, is acconpani ed
by wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali. Also in the official entourage
is the minister of international trade and industry, Datuk Seri Rafidah
Azi z.

H com Bhd chai rman Dat uk Seri Yahaya Ahmad wel comed Dr Mahat hir and
menbers of the official delegation to the Proton show.

The Proton cars, which are currently being offered in Wstern Europe
such as France, Germany and Bel gium are being distributed in Croatia by
Ni va Petrol, part of the Niva Goup founded by N kica Valentic, a forner
Prinme Mnister of Croati a.

The Niva Group was founded in 1995 and has a netwwork of subssidiaries
in Croatia, Europe and Asi a.

Proton, Norzahid said, expected to sell 500 units for 1996 and 800
units next year in Croatia.

Proton Wras, he said, had been offered in Europe since the beginning
of 1995 and this additional market would enable inter-country transfers to
t ake pl ace.

The Proton Wra range conprises the 1.5 G.Si and 1.6 G.Xi, and comes in
manual and automatic transm ssions. The nmodels come with the four or
five-door versions and in eight col ours.

Proton cars, he said, had been enjoying strong sales in Europe and was
particularly a top-selling make in the United Ki ngdom

Proton expects to export up to 30,000 units for the 1996/97 sal es
period. It exported 116,595 units between 1986 and February 1996, which is
its 11th year of production

Proton cars began rolling out fromthe assenbly lines in Shah A am
Sel angor, in 1985. -- BERNAMA
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