30 NOV 1996

FI RST MEETI NG ON TRANS- ASI A RAIL LINK I N KL ON MONDAY

KUALA LUVPUR, Nov 30 (Bernama) -- The first neeting of railway experts
and officials on the proposed Trans-Asia Railway |ink between Singapore and
Kunming in China, will be held here on Mnday.

Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik will chair the special
wor ki ng group neeting, a mnistry statenent today said.

It will be attended by 15 experts and officials from Ml aysi a,

Si ngapore, Myanmar and the Mekong Basin countries of Thailand, Vietnam
Laos, Canbodi a and Chi na.

Dr Ling had ealier said that Monday's neeting woul d among ot her things
di scuss four proposed routes for the rail project fromThail and, through
t he whol e of the Mekong basin to Kunning

There are already rail links from Singapore through Malaysia to
Thai | and.

Dr Ling also said that to nake the Singapore-Kunmng network a reality,
billions of ringgit would be needed to |lay new tracks, build bridges and
tunnels to link-up existing gaps in the Mekong basin countries.

The rail |ink was proposed by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad at the fifth Asean Summit in Bangkok a year ago. -- BERNAMA
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