10 APR 1996
Sal | eh- Laws
FI VE LAWS | N SABAH TO BE AMENDED

KOTA KI NABALU, April 10 (Bernama) -- The Sabah state constitution wll
be left intact but anendnents will be made to five state laws to curb the
powers of the Chief Mnister.

Chief Mnister Datuk Mohd Sall eh Said Keruak said today the proposed
amendnent s, which basically provide for certain powers of the Chief
M nister to be handed over to the state cabinet, will be tabled at the
April 25-26 State Legislative Assenbly neeting.

"The proposal to anend the powers of the Chief M nister does not
necessarily nmean that the state constitution nust be anended," he told
reporters after the weekly state cabinet neeting here.

The aws to be amended are the Forestry Enactnent 1968, Land O di nance
(Chapter 68), M ning Odinance 1960 and Sabah Foundati on Enactnent. Wth
t he amendnents, a consequential |aw, the Del egati on of Powers Enact nent
1963, will al so be anended.

Sall eh said that with the proposed anendnent to the Sabah Foundati on
Enact ment, the Chief Mnister would no | onger be automatically appointed
chai rman of its Board of Trustees.

At present, the Chief Mnsiter is autonmatically chairnman of the Sabah
Foundati on Board of Trustees, and he is also enpowered to appoint eight
ot her menbers of the board

Under the proposed anmendnments, the other board nenbers will be
appoi nted by the Yang D pertua Negeri at the recommendati on of the state
cabi net, he added.

Sal l eh said he briefed Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad on
t he proposed anendnents | ast week.

"Basically, the anendnents to the state | aws does not depart fromthe
suggestions made by the Prime Mnister regarding the powers of the Sabah
Chief Mnister," he added.

Sal l eh said the state governnent will also reviewthe position of the
same peopl e bei ng appoi nted chairman and directors of several of its
agenci es.

"W have to review this because sonme of the problens involve the state
constitution where the chairman of an agency is required by lawto al so
head subsi di ari es under the agency or mnistry," he added.

He said there were situations where the government had to appoint its
officers as directors of several of its agencies because of their expertise
inrelated fields.

There were al so cases where the governnment had to appoint themin
certain conpanies in which the governnent held equity, he added.

Sal | eh said, however, as a matter of policy, the governnment agreed that
t he nunber of people holding posts as chairman and directors in too many of
its conpani es and agenci es shoul d be reduced. -- BERNANA
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