01 NOV 1996
Megat - Pri sons
FI VE MORE PRI SONS TO BE RELOCATED OUTSI DE TO/WN

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 1 (Bernama) -- Five nore prisons after the Pudu
Prison here have been earmarked for relocation to the rural areas.

Deputy Home M ni ster Datuk Megat Junid Megat Ayob said the rel ocation
woul d be carried under the current Seventh Ml aysia Plan (7MP).

New pri sons had been planned for construction in Sarawak, Pul au Pinang,
Mel aka, Johor and Kedah for the purpose, he told reporters during a visit
to the Sungai Bul oh Prison, here today followi ng the conpletion of the
operation to nove out 1,580 prisoners fromthe Pudu Prison.

The Pudu Prison was officially closed at 9amtoday. Megat Junid given a
tour of the newly built prison |ocated 32kmfrom here by Prisons
Di rector- General Datuk Zaman Khan.

Megat Junid said the Prisons Departnent had introduced on trial basis a
new concept where the prisoners would neet visiting relatives in the open
or in the park within the prison's conpound

"There is also no need for the prisoners to change their uniforns for
the neeting. However, sex is still prohibited," he said.

He said for a start, it would be inplenented in Sungai Bul oh Prison and
i f proved successful the concept would be extended to prisons throughout
the country.

"I't's our efforts to inprove the condition in prisons. |'ve al so
directed for nore recreational areas to be set up and nore frequent
religious ceramahs be conducted for the prisoners," he said.

On the Pudu Prison, he said he had suggested to the Prine M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad that the public be all owed access to it
before the denolition work started.

"The | and has been given to UDA (Hol di ngs Sdn Bhd) but as far as
know, there is no concrete plan as yet to develop it. So, before the prison
is denolished, | think it will be a good thing if we clean it up and open
it tothe public,” he said.

Megat Junid said several structures of the Pudu Prison |ike the main
arch mght be left to stand as a historical |andmark. -- BERNAVA
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