09 SEP 1996
Abdul | ah- Si ngapor e
FOREI GN M NI STER CONVEYS UWMNO STAND TO SI NGAPORE

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 9 (Bername) -- Singapore has been informed that Umo
felt offended and viewed seriously the statenents of the republic's | eaders
whi ch insinuated that there is no meritocracy in Ml aysi a.

Foreign M ni ster Datuk Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi today conveyed t he nmessage
to Singapore Hi gh Commi ssi oner here Enci k Low Choon M ng who was called to
Wsma Putra.

Abdul l ah told reporters |ater that he al so spoke by tel ephone to his
Si ngapore counterpart S. Jayakumar on the matter.

During the tel ephone conversation, Jayakumar informed Abdul | ah that he
woul d forward the nessage to the Singapore governnent.

Abdul | ah spoke to reporters after a neeting between Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and the visiting Czech Republic prem er
Vacl av Kl aus.

"I called in the Singapore Hi gh Commissioner to ny office and infornmed
hi mthat the Umo Suprene Council viewed seriously the statenents nade by
Si ngapore | eaders which insinuated that there is no neritocracy in
Mal aysi a, " he sai d.

Abdul | ah sai d he conveyed the matter on behal f of Umo and not the
gover nnent .

Asked why he did so, he said: "Umo is a najor nmenber of BN which is
al so the governnent party."

He said the Umo Suprenme Council felt that the statenments by the
Si ngapore | eaders constituted a criticismof the internal affairs of a
country.

Abdul | ah said the Umo Suprenme Council felt "very slighted by those
statenents".

The renerger issue surfaced in June when Singapore Senior Mnister Lee
Kuan Yew said in reply to a question at a nedia gathering that he did not
di scount the possibility of Singapore renmerging with Mal aysia one day in
the future.

Subsequent statenents by other | eaders of Singapore appeared to inply
that Mal aysia did not practise neritocracy.

Abdul | ah said: "If Singapore values good relations with Ml aysi a,
hope Si ngapore will always be sensitive to the feelings of Ml aysians."

Asked whet her the statenents by Singapore | eaders m ght have been
msinterpreted by Umo, he said: "I don't see there is any
m sinterpretation.”

Abdul I ah said he read copies of the statenents brought by the Hi gh
Conmi ssioner to their neeting at Wsna Putra.

He sai d Singaporeans mght see it as a case of misinterpretation but
the statenents of their | eaders clearly insinuated there is no nmeritocracy
i n Mal aysi a.

Asked what was conveyed by the Singapore Foreign Mnister during their
t el ephone conversation, he said Jayakumar reiterated the clarification by
Si ngapore Prinme M nister Goh Chok Tong who al so spoke of the need for the
two countries to take into account their respective feelings before making
any statenents.

Asked how it could be ensured the matter woul d not be repeated,
Abdul l ah said it was left to the wi sdomof Singapore in handling the issue
so that the good ties between the two countries could continue. -- BERNAVA
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