06 MAY 1996

FOREI GN SPOUSES CAN NOWWORK | N M SI A

KUALA LUMPUR, May 6 (Bernama) -- Foreign spouses of Ml aysian citizens
and pernmanent residents as well as spouses of expatriate workers would be
allowed to work in the country to alleviate the current |abour shortage in
the country, said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhamad today.

Wrk permts would be issued to them depending on the type of skills
they possessed, he told a dialogue with the private sector organi sed by the
mnistry of international trade and industry here

Answering a question fromthe floor in reference to the enpl oynent of
such peopl e, he said although the Cabi net had made a decision on this, its
i mpl enentation on the ground nmay have been hanpered because of w ong
interpretation by sone officers.

"But we will correct this situation," he said."If we need the services
of these people, we will allowthemto work."

Dr Mahathir was also told of the difficulty in getting work visas by
foreign expatri at es.

He replied that sone government officers involved in the issuance of
permts still held the outdated view of Ml aysi ani sati on.

G ven the full enploynment situation in the country, he said the fear
that foreigners would take over the jobs of Mal aysi ans, including
prof essi onal ones, was m spl aced.

Al ready the country was having about one nillion foreign guest workers,
he said, adding that he would | ook into the speedier issuance of work
permts and visas. -- BERNAMA
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