29 AUG 1996
PPP-I nvite
FORMER PPP LEADERS | NVI TED TO VI E FOR PRESI DENT' S POST

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 29 (Bernama) -- Forner |eaders of Parti Progresif
Penduduk Mal aysia (Baru), previously known as People's Progressive Party
(PPP), have been given until 6amon Tuesday to re-regi ster as nenbers and
contest for the party president's post in the party el ections on the sane
day.

PPP president Datuk M Kayveas said the invitation to contest the post
particularly to former party secretary-general P V Das was deci ded by the
Central Executive Conmittee in the hope of resolving "once and for all" the
probl ens plaguing the party in the past 10 years.

"If they are eyeing the president's post, register as nenbers and
contest in the Sept 3 election. Stop using the court to achi eve your
personal nmotives," he told a news conference at the party headquarters here
t oday.

Das has obtained a tenporary injunction fromthe Serenban Hi gh Court on
Aug 15 restraining Kayveas fromcalling hinself PPP president, a party
menber and representing the party in Barisan Nasional neetings and issue
statements in the party's nane.

However, Kayveas obtai ned an order fromthe Court of Appeal suspending
the injunction on Aug 22.

Kayveas said PPP had not functioned as a political party for over 10
years as it faced numerous obstacl es especially court injunctions by forner
| eaders.

He said it was tine the forner | eaders gave the present party
| eadership a chance to carry out its functions snmoothly without any
hi ndr ance.

"Today, PPP is a party which has a strong organisation with nenbers who
are matured, disciplined and unity,"” he said.

The party's constitution has al so been updated and accepted by the
Regi strar of Societies, he said.

He said the party was holding its el ection on Tuesday, the day Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad woul d open the party's CGenera
Assenbl y.

The Regi strar of Societies has given PPP, which has 80,000 registered
menbers now, until Dec 31 this year to re-register its former nenbers when
the party's new constituti on was approved on Aug 6. -- BERNAMA
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