31 JAN 1996
Bi cycl e-tour
FORMER WORLD CHAMP TO TAKE PART I N LE TOUR de LANGKAW

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 31 (Bernamm) -- Al ex Pedersen of Denmark who won the
Wor I d Champi on cycling race in 1994 is anong big names who will be
participating in Malaysia's first international standard cycling race, Le
Tour de Langkawi scheduled to start on Feb 29.

Pedersen is anong the seven cyclists registered by Denmark who will be
| eading their charge in the race which offered a total cash prize of RML
mllion.

Apart from Pedersen, the Dani sh teamconprises Christian Andersen,
Henri k Jacobson (w nner of the Scaandi navi an race 1995), Stig Qul dback,

M chael Rosberg (Dani sh Cup chanpi on 1995), Dennis Rosnussen and Morten
Sonne.

Whi |l e Denmark have their former World Chanpion in their |ine-up
Australia who also confirned their participation, have all their Aynpic
Ganes cyclist in the team

Two of the Australian cyclists are World Juni or chanpi on Josh
Col I'i ngwood and Deane Rogers who won the title in 1994 and 1995
respectively.

The ot her menbers of the teamare 1994 Commonweal t h Ganes chanpi on
Danm an McDonal d, Marcel Gono and Brett Denni s.

O her countries fielding their top cyclists in the tour include
Hol | and, who will be fielding their Oynpic Ganes team Ireland, Republic
of Slovakia and Britain

Host, Malaysia will be fielding three teans in the race -- the elite
squad, the back-up and the Commobnweal t h Ganmes proj ect squad.

The elite squad will conprise Chiang Mai SEA Ganmes gold nmedal i st Tsen
Seong Hoong, M Kumaresan, Edwin Ng, Affendy Rosli, Azizan Manap, Misairi
Musa and Wbng Ah Thi am

Mal aysi a's coach Ng Joo Ngan when asked of their chances in the race
said that they aimto finish anong the top 10 teamfromthe whol e tour.

"The nost inportant thing for us is to learn fromworld top cyclists
and the race will also tell us where we stand conpared to the ot her
cyclists in the world," said Ng.

To date, 66 riders from1l countries have confirmed their participation
and the | atest to response were Japan and Ukrai ne whose entries were
recei ved by the organi sers early today.

The race to be flagged off by Le Tour patron Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad on Feb 29 in Langkawi will be in stages -- from Kangar to Penang,
then to I poh, Genting H ghl ands, Kuala Lumpur, Mel aka, Johor Bharu
Mer si ng, Kuantan, Kual a Terengganu, Kota Bharu and return for the finish in
Langkawi on March 10. -- Bernama
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