05 MAR 1996
Fr ance- Nucl ear
FRENCH NUCLEAR TEST | SSUE | S OVER, SAYS DE CHARETTE

KUALA LUMPUR, March 5 (Bernamm) -- France today said the issue of its
nucl ear tests in the South Pacific was over and it would actively pursuade
ot her nuclear powers to halt such activities, its Foreign Mnister Herve de
Charette sai d today.

"That issue is in the past and the question is finished now," he told a
press conference here at the end of his three-day official visit to
Mal aysia. He later left for Pulau Pinang for a brief stopover and a neeting
with Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon enroute hone.

de Charette said he knew Mal aysia's position on nuclear testing "very
wel |" but the matter was not discussed in his neetings with governnent
| eaders here, including Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

"The question is finished now, France has decided to stop any nucl ear
tests and at the sane tinme decided to close our test centre (in the South
Pacific)," he added.

Despite strong protests fromcountries around the world, including
Mal aysi a, France exploded its sixth nuclear device in the South Pacific on
Jan 28, its 198th test since joining the nuclear club. On Jan 29, French
Presi dent Jacques Chirac announced a halt in its nuclear testing.

de Charette also said: "France had al so proposed what is called the
zero option at the (ongoing) Geneva negotiations on the nucl ear issue.
hope all the nuclear powers will accept it."

He expected the negotiations to be tough but said his governnment woul d
be very active to ensure its success.

It was reported that a conference of 38 nations is negotiating the
terns of a Conprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) in Geneva, which woul d
outlaw all forns of nucl ear expl osions but some countries had asked for
exenption for certain tests or rejected the nove outright.

de Charette said France was keen to participate in the Asean Regi ona
Forum (ARF) whi ch di scussed, anong other things, security matters.

"As a permanent menber of the (United Nations) Security Council we are
keen to participate,” he said, adding that the ARF woul d be useful in
mai ntai ning security in the region. -- BERNAMA
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