27 MAR 1996
Abdul l ah - Croati a
FULL SUPPORT TO CROAT- BOSNI A FEDERATI ON, MALAYSI A ASSURED

KUALA LUVPUR, March 27 (Bernama) -- Croatia assured Mal aysi a today of
its full support to the formation of the Croat-Bosnia Federation in
ensuring the success of the Dayton Agreenent.

Croatian Foreign Mnister Mate Granic said this during his neeting with
Foreign M nister Datuk Abdul |l ah Haji Ahmad Badawi here.

Abdul l ah told reporters that the Croatian government viewed the success
of the federation as inportant to ensure the existence of Bosnia
Her zegovi na as provided for in the Dayton peace accord.

Abdul | ah said he regarded Granic's statenent as very inmportant towards
t he establishnent of Bosnia Herzegovi na as an i ndependent and soveri gn
nati on.

"I told Granic that we al so has the sane view and hope that the
Croatian governnent will support the federation," he said.

Abdul I ah was al so assured that the Croatian governnent would strive to
persuade its people to accept the federation.

The accord signed by Serbian, Bosnia and Croatian presidents in Dayton,
Ohio | ast year anobng others provides for the setting up of two territories,
one for the Bosnia dan Croatia and anot her for Serbia.

Abdul I ah said he also informed Granic of the visit of Prine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad to Croatia next nonth

"Mal aysi a attaches inportance to the visit not only in enhancing
bilateral ties but also fostering cooperation between Ml aysia and Croatia
in the rebuilding of Bosnia Herzegovina," he said.

He said Dr Mahathir would hold discussions with the | eaders there on
efforts to rebuild the forner state of Yugosl avi a.

Abdul | ah al so said Mal aysia and Croatia agreed in principle to set up a
corporate body conprising conpanies in Ml aysia, Croatia and Bosnia to
rebui | d Bosni a Her zegovi na.

Croatia had agreed to the proposal which was nmade by Ml aysia and the
matter woul d be di scussed during Dr Mahathir's visit to Croatia, he said

He said Granic al so expressed his country's desire to learn from
Mal aysia's experience in attracting foreign i nvestnents.

Granic al so suggested that Mal aysia involved itself in port devel opnent
and war ehouse construction in Croati a.

Granic who is also Croatian Deputy Prine Mnister and his del egation
arrived yesterday for a three-day visit to Ml aysia. --Bernama
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