16 JAN 1996
Keati ng-tal ks
MAHATHI R- KEATI NG TALKS SET TO FURTHER BOLSTER BI LATERAL TI ES

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 16 (Bernama) -- Visiting Australian Prinme M nister
Paul Keating today described his talks with his Ml aysian counterpart,
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, as "a |l ong tal k which was very useful and
fruitful ™.

Speaki ng at a news conference, Keating, who is on the second day of his
three-day official visit here, said he "very nmuch enjoyed" his visit and
told Dr Mahathir that he hoped to nake another extensive trip to Ml aysia

Keating said he had al so extended an invitation to Dr Mahathir to visit
Australia.

Asked to describe the present rel ationship between Australia and
Mal aysi a, especially with his visit, he said both sides were now doi ng nore
to strengthen the rel ationship.

"W are trying to do things together and the fact that | am here
denonstrates that is what | believe and | amcertain that that is (al so)
what the Prine Mnister (Dr Mahathir) believes," he said.

Keating al so said that there was no strain in the Austral a- Mal aysi a
relationship but agreed with Dr Mahathir's statenent yesterday that hiccups
had occurred in bilateral ties.

Yesterday, Dr Mahathir said at a dinner he hosted for Keating that
hi ccups had occurred but these had not affected the substantive aspects of
the rel ati onshi p.

The Australian Prime Mnister said hiccups occurred not only in
KL-Canberra ties but also in Australia's relationship with other countries.

"Al'l relationships have hiccups...they come and go," he added.

Keating disagreed with the view that there were nore differences
bet ween Australia and Mal aysi a whi ch had caused the hi ccups.

Whi |l e saying that the existing relationship had often been taken for
granted, he reiterated that Australia and Ml aysi a needed a contenporary
snapshot of the societies in the two countries to build a better
rel ati onshi p.

On his talks with Dr Mahathir, Keating said they di scussed specific
areas whi ch underlined the strong KL-Canberra rel ati onship, nanely
envi ronnment, science, finance, building and construction and civil
avi ati on.

Keating said he did not discuss the proposed East Asia Econom ¢ Caucus
(EAEC) and the first Asia-Europe Meeting (Asem) to be held in Bangkok in
March with Dr Mahathir.

Australia is not attending Asemand it was reported that Ml aysi a was
the only Asean country at the | ast Asean Mnisterial Meeting in Brunei
whi ch opposed Australia's participation in the neeting.

Keati ng, however, said that Australia would see how the Asemin Bangkok
goes before deciding whether to attend the next Asem

Asked on Singapore Prinme M nister Goh Chok Tong's statenent yesterday
t hat Asean shoul d consi der asking Australia and New Zeal and to join the
grouping in the future, Keating said Canberra had not been invited to
becone part of Asean.

He reiterated that Australia was not an Asean country and had never
claimed to be an Asian nation.

"W don't see ourselves as an Asian country but what matters is that we
are an integral part of the Asia Pacific economes...we are all init and
we are all integrating,"” he said.



Goh told the "The Australian Financial Review yesterday that Australia
and New Zeal and coul d one day join the seven-nenber Asean and that the idea
was "thinkabl e" and one for "debate". -- Bernama



	MAHATHIR-KEATING TALKS SET TO FURTHER BOLSTER BILATERAL TIES (Bernama 16/01/1996)

