07 APR 1996
Gallery - Premer
"Gl eria Perdana' OPENS TO THE PUBLI C

LANGKAW , April 7 (Bernama) -- The “Galeria Perdana', the gallery which
hol ds nore than 10,000 gifts and souvenirs belonging to Prinme Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad is now open to the public

The gallery, located at Kilimabout 10km from Kuah, was opened to the public
on Monday.

It is open daily except on Monday from l10amto 5pm and adm ssion fees of RW
for an adult and RML for children below 12 years are charged.

The RML6 million gallery built on a 5,300 sq netre site was opened by Dr
Mahat hir on Decenber 3 | ast year and is nanaged by the Langkawi Devel opnent
Aut hority (LADA).

Lada General Manager Datuk Halil Mutalib said the itens on display were
gifts and souvenirs given to the Prime Mnister |ocally and abroad.

He said Dr Mahathir considered the gifts as the property of the governnent
and the Mal aysi an public who therefore had the right to see them

"The gallery is a synbol of the Prime Mnister's and Datin Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohamad Ali's appreciation to those who gave the presents,"” he told a
news conference here.

So far about 4,500 itens are on display while others will follow later.

Halil said the exhibits were in two blocks of buildings with Block A
di splaying itens nade of wood, |eather, glass and crystals, musical instrunents
and stone wares.

The gallery's main attraction is a bicycle nmade of wood except for its stee
chai n whi ch was presented by students of Sekol ah Vokesi onal Miuadazam

He said the ceremic collections, Islanic Arts, weapons, replicas and
textiles were on the first floor of Block A

"Bl ock B exhibits collections nade fromvarious netals and al so | ocal and
foreign honours and awards and on the first floor visitors will be able to see
the Dr Siti Hasmah's coll ections,"” he said.

Halil said the ground floor in Block A and B housed 11 types of vehicles
presented to Dr Mahathir since he becane Prime M nister.

He said the gallery was another tourist attraction on the duty-free resort
i sland. -- BERNAMA
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