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Ger many- Rai | way
GERVAN HELP FOR TRANS- ASI AN RAI LWAY PRQIECT

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 29 (Bernamm) -- Cernmny, a major European player in
the railway-related i ndustry, has expressed its willingness to help
Mal aysi a coordi nate and i npl ement the Trans-Asi an Rail way Networ k.

Its Transport Mnister Matthias Wssnann said today that Gernmany was
open to "consultation and exchange of ideas" to see to the success of the
pr oj ect.

"W offer our expertise, support in terns of technol ogi cal cooperation
and financing studi es because nbst inportantly it is to |link both Asia and
Europe with the railway network," he said after neeting Ml aysi an Transport
m nistry officials here.

Al so present was Hunan Resources M nister Datuk LimAh Lek, who is
acting Transport Mnister.

The Asi a-Europe rail link was proposed by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad at the first neeting of Asian-European | eaders in Bangkok
| ast March.

W ssmann sai d Gerrmany had hel ped i n devel opi ng the Trans- Eur opean
railway and it hoped both the Asian and European sides would be able to
link the two networks step-by-step.

On his five-day visit to Malaysia, Wssmann said foll owing the
expansion of the maritine and railway industries in Malaysia, this country
has the potential to emerge as a nmajor player in the two sectors.

He said Gernmany was ever willing to cooperate with Ml aysia by offering
technically reliable and operationally effecient solutions in the rai
sector.

He hoped the Maritinme Shipping Agreenment woul d be fornul ated the
soonest possible and that both sides could create the appropriate framework
conditions and | egal bases for shipping operations and to adapt themto the
present situation.

The first round of negotiations of the shipping agreenent took pl ace
here last nonth and foll ow ups would be carried out by the officials of
both si des, he said.

In a joint press statenent, Ml aysia and Germany said they agreed that
t he proposed shi ppi ng agreenent shall be based on principles of nutua
benefit for shipping services and reciprocal recognition in the technica
aspects of shipping and related nmaritine nmatter.

"It is also noted that the agreement will pronote maritinme transport
services and trade between both countries and that the officials of the
respective governnent agencies continue the negotiations with a viewto
concluding a nutually acceptabl e agreenent,"” it said.

It also said both sides recognised that the bilateral exchange of goods
shoul d be acconpani ed by an effective exchange of maritine services and
endeavour to develop their relations in naritine shipping.

It added that Mal aysia and Germany had agreed to take note of the
result of the negotiations on the agreenment which took place in Kual a
Lunmpur | ast nonth.
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