29 OCT 1996

GERMANS KEEN TO PARTI Cl PATE | N TRANS- ASI A RAI LWAY PRQIECT

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 29 (Bernamm) -- German infrastructure conpanies are
keen to participate in the Trans-Asia railway project nooted by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

Visiting German Transport M nister Matthias Wssmann said today Germany
was willing to finance and undertake a feasibility study on the project and
i n which areas German expertise could be applied.

Speaki ng to newsnen after calling on the Economi c Advisor to the
government Tun Dai m Zai nuddin at his office here, he said Gernmany was the
| argest investor in the infrastructure sector in Europe.

W ssmann, who arrived here yesterday acconpani ed by a 30- nenber
busi ness del egation, al so said German busi nessmen were | ooking for
| ong-term partnershi ps with Mal aysi an counterparts and not short-term
gai ns.

"W have a lot to offer, especially our technical expertise, and we
want to share that with Ml aysia," he added.

Germany spent sone 20 billion deutschmarks (RM33 billion) on new roads
and rail systens a year, he said.

On his discussions with Daim Wssmann said they centred on the future
of infrastructure projects in Mal aysia and Europe.

"I al so expressed Germany's interest in infrastructure projects in
Mal aysi a and our interest particularly in the Trans-Asia railway project,"”
he added. -- BERNANMA
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