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Mahat hir-ldentity
GET RI D OF NEGATI VE CULTURE, MAHATHI R TELLS YOUTH

LANGKAW , Feb 29 (Bernanmm) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today called for continued efforts to get rid of the negative
culture infiltrating the community, particularly anmong the youth.

He said this was necessary in order to create a Ml aysi an peopl e who
practiced a noble culture and possessed an identity in striving towards
achi eving the objectives of Vision 2020.

"Mal aysia is not spared fromfacing various problens anbng its young
peopl e. As such, we nmust strive to eradicate unhealthy activities in order
to create a noble society," he added.

He was | aunchi ng the "Rakan Miuda" and " Chanps" range of sports goods
and sportswear narketed by the Rakan Miuda Corporation at Dataran Lang,
here. Also present were Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah Mohaned Ali, Youth and
Sports Mnister Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin, Culture, Arts and Tourism
M ni st er Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chi k and Kedah Menteri Besar Tan Sri Haji OGsnan
Arof f.

Dr Mahathir said with that in view, the governnent |aunched the Rakan
Muda programme to i nvolve the youth in healthy activities and avoid
negati ve ones whi ch could destroy the noble val ues of the people and
nati on.

It was hoped the programe woul d succeed in portraying an identity of
the youth as positive-thinking and well-behaved peopl e, he added.

Commrendi ng various groups for their efforts in striving for those
i deal s, Dr Mahathir commended the Rakan Miuda Corporation for its initiative
inintroducing sports goods and sportswear for youth.

The | aunchi ng cerenmony was nmarked by Dr Mahat hir activating the Rakan
Muda Coraporation's honme page on its products on the Internet, the
wor | dwi de i nformati on networKk.

Quests were entertained to marshal arts, rollerblade and cycling
denonstrations staged by yout hs.

Earlier, Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali flagged of f the Langkawi prelude |eg
of "Le Tour de Langkawi" a 1,500-kmcycle race, in front of the Langkaw
Devel opnent Aut hority (LADA) headquarters buil di ng.

A total of 138 cyclist from18 countries, including Australia, Britain,
Chi na, France, Cernmany, Holland, Japan, New Zeal and, Sl ovak Republi c,
Ukraine, United Arab Emrates and the United States, are participating.

"Le Tour de Langkaw ," based on the concept of the noted Tour de
France, was nooted by Dr Mahathir who patron of the event.

After the 75-km Langkawi leg, the riders will set off on the tour from
Kangar on the mainl and.

The tour will take themto Georgetown (190km), Georgetown-I|poh (175km,
Tanj ong Mal i m Genting Hi ghl ands (63km, Kual a Lunpur-Mel aka (170km)
Muar - Johor Baharu (177km), Mersing- Kuantan (202km), Kuant an-Paka (110km
Paka- Kual a Terengganu (110kn), Kual a Ter engganu- Kota Baharu (167).

From Kota Baharu, the riders will be flown back to Langkawi for the
| ast leg round the island on March 10. -- BERNAMA
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