07 SEP 1996
Mahat hi r - Si ngapor e
MALAYSI A IS NOT A GHOST TO SCARE S| NGAPOREANS

JOHOR BAHARU, Sept 7 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said
t oday Si ngapore should not use Malaysia as a tool to scare its citizens for
what ever purpose, including to strengthen the position of the ruling party
in the island republic.

The Prime M nister said statenments by the republic's | eaders could be
construed as though they referred to Mal aysia as a "ghost"” that the people
of Singapore nust face if they did not work hard or if they did not vote
for the ruling party.

"Like the old folks scaring the children, when the sun sets they say
the ghost will cone so that the kids will rush into the house.

"W becone ghosts to scare (their citizens) so that (hopefully) they
will vote (their party)," he told reporters after officiating the
Uni versiti Tel nologi Mal aysia's University-Industry Technol ogy Advancenent
Programe (UNI TAP) at Skudai, near here.

Last night, the Umo Suprene Council expressed its displeasure over the
statement by Singapore | eaders which inferred that meritocracy and raci al
harmony did not exist in Mlaysia.

On June 7, former Singapore Prime Mnister Lee Kuan Yew said the
republic nust be stronger, nore orderly and conpetitive if it did not want
a renerger with Malaysia. If there was to be a renerger, it nust be based
on a policy of neritocracy.

Dr Mahathir said the republic's | eaders shoul d not have conpared
Mal aysia with Singapore in such a manner as though Ml aysi a was not as good
as the republic.

When asked whet her the governnent would send an official letter to
Si ngapore follow ng the displeasure registered by Umo, he said that for
the tine being such acti on was not necessary.

On the possibility of Singapore reacting to Umo's stand, Dr Mahathir
said: "We did not start it, they were the ones who started it. Is it fair
to make such a conpari son?”

The Prime Mnister said it was Singapore that did not practice
meritocracy because discrimnation against the Malays in the republic was
very apparent.

He said the information he received showed that there were no Malays in
the republic who were qualified to be a Singapore Air Force (SAF) pilot or
a seni or governnent officer.

"I don't believe Singapore Ml ays are so stupid. | may be m staken, but
that is the feedback that | get," he said.

Asked when woul d the Si ngapore-Ml aysia renerger issue be settled when
both countries continued to nake statenments, the Prime Mnister said: "They
make statements, we rmake statenents too."

On the frequent intrusions by SAF jetfighters into Mal aysia's airspace
despite the nunerous warni ngs i ssued, Dr Mahathir said: "If they ignore
(the warnings), we will not allowthem (to fly over Ml aysia's airspace)".

I n KUALA LUMPUR, Umo secretary general Datuk Mhanmed Rahmat descri bed
the statenents by Singapore |leaders inferring that neritocracy and raci al
harnmony did not exist in Malaysia as dirty tactics by themto remain in
power .

He said such statenents were not proper as they insulted Ml aysia
particularly the Ml ays.

Mohamed said if the PAP (People's Action Party) wanted to remain in



power it should convince the people of Singapore of its |eadership and not
use "dirty tactics" by intimdating the people with the remerger issue.

Speaking to reporters after launching the RTM Current Affairs Division
Honepage service at the Kuala Lunpur Tower here, he said Singapore nust
remenber that the racial harnmony enjoyed by the people there depended very
much on the situation in Ml aysia itself.

In fact, he added, Singapore nust also renmenber that if it had not been
for the Mal aysi an Arned Forces keeping the situation under control during
the racial riots in the republic follow ng the Natrah i ssue before,

Si ngapore woul d not be what it is today.

In PETALI NG JAYA, MCA Presiden Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said the
comment nmade by Singapore | eaders on the renerger "threat” is truly
uncal | ed for

He sai d Singapore should be nore sensitive to the sensitivity of their
nei ghbours i n maki ng any conments.

"They may intend their comment for internal consunption in Singapore..
But they should al so be sensitive and know edgabl e enough to know t hat the
world is listening," he told reporters after the opening cerenony of the
Nanyang Si ang Pau new buil di ng here when asked to conment on Umo's
di sappoi nt ment over the Singapore's statenent.

"Wth today's informati on age, today's technology, the world is
listening and they should be nore sensitive to the sensitivity of their
nei ghbours. | think their coment in this context is very uncalled for,
said Dr Ling who is also Transport M nister.

Asked to comrent further on the statenent by Singapore, Dr Ling said:

"Qur Prime Mnister has answered themvery well, we don't want failures to
merge with Mal aysia, we only want people who succeed."
- - BERNAMA
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