13 AUG 1996
Mahat hi r - Fi ni shi ng
G VE ATTENTI ON TO THE FI NI SHI NG TOUCH

KUALA LUVPUR, Aug 13 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad wants
workers at all levels to give priority to the finishing touch and cone up
wi t h products of excell ence.

Shoddy wor k shoul d give way to excellent finishing, he said.

"Ml aysi an workers should ensure there is high quality finishing and be
convi nced that we can not only becone a successful nation but our earnings
will also increase because people will be willing to pay nore for high
quality work," he said after handi ng over the Anugerah Tangan Emas Perdana
Menteri at the Technical Teachers Training College in Cheras here.

Mal aysi an workers did not at all realise the inportance of quality
finishing in any piece of work for they assunme that how excellent al so was
a product it would not fetch a higher price fromthat which had been set.

In view of this they worked according to the stipulated rates and were
concerned only in nerely conpleting the job, he said.

The Prime M nister said Ml aysi an workers shoul d enul ate workers of the
boat buil ding i ndustry overseas such as in Europe, Amrerica, Australia and
New Zeal and.

He said they always gave top priority to quality finishing as reflected
in the boat's surface which shone |ike glass after being polished with
| acquer.

“I'n Mal aysia we are not concerned over this. As long as we conplete it,
OK. Tous alittle bit of tear here and there is OK and this attitude will
turn us into a nation incapable of conpeting with others,"” he said.

"To conpete with other nations, we have to polish until it shone |ike
gl ass when we are working with wood," he said.

Dr Mahathir said this attitude of giving priority to quality finishing
shoul d be applied in all fields as only the final touch made a difference
bet ween two pi eces of work.

Speaking to reporters later, the Prine M nister hoped Mal aysi an workers
woul d take pride in quality work and not just work within the stipul ated
hours or on the basis of their remuneration.

"Here they don't take pride in their work. How nuch we are paid and so
much is our work. This is our nmentality.”

"We have no pride in the end result. Quality is |lacking as we are not
concerned about our work and our products,” he said.

Pusat G at MARA received the Anugerah Tangan Emas Perdana Menteri after
wi nni ng one gold nedal, three silver and four bronze in various youth
categories in the Seventh Ml aysi an Skills Chanpi onshi p.

Dr Mahathir al so | aunched the new design of the Anugerah Tangan Enms
Perdana Menteri created by the Pusat Seni dan Daya Cipta of Institut
Teknol ogi MARA, Shah Alam -- BERNAMA
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