29 OCT 1996
Mahat hir-Gty
G VE LI NEARCI TY PRQJECT A CHANCE, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 29 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
today the KL LinearCty project, set to be devel oped fromearly next year,
shoul d be gi ven a chance.

He said: "They (the devel opers) have pronmised to maintain the
cleanliness of the river and the project is attractive because it is
sophi sticated and unusual, and m ght becone a feature of Kual a Lunpur.”

Asked if Kual a Lunpur needs such a project, the Prinme Mnister said:
"Whay not? Is there any reason why it doesn't need it?"

Speaking to reporters after witnessing the signing of two agreenments on
the project, he said there woul d al ways be protests whenever a project was
to be carried out.

"Let's give thema chance. Just |ike we asked to give M chael Jackson a
chance," said Dr Mahathir referring to the protest over the superstar
perform ng i n Kual a Lunpur

The KL LinearCity project is an integrated devel opment covering a 12km
stretch of the Klang Ri ver beginning fromJal an Tun Razak to Kampung Pasir
in Jalan Kl ang Lana

The project integrates an efficient transportation, quality
i nfrastructure and beautiful environment.

Estimated to cost between RVb billion and RMLO billion, the project is
expected to be inplenented i n phases over a 20 to 25-year period.

Asked if the project would cause a property glut, Dr Mahathir said even
with the many buildings built, there were still people wanting to stay in
them

"I'f we look at Kual a Lunpur in 1970, there were not many peopl e and
bui l di ngs then, but when we started building there were people who cane to
stay and pay rent."

Asked why the LinearCity project was shrouded in secrecy, the Prine
M ni st er qui pped: "Because we were afraid of the press.

"You know, when the press gets sonething to grip on and nake an issue
of, it'll become an issue.

"For exanple, we plant pal mtrees, you show a picture of the palmtrees
bei ng knocked down by a car. \Watever you plant, if a car hits the tree, it
will fall down.

"But you have now work yourselves into a frenzy over palmtrees, as if
t he Dat uk Bandar can no | onger sleep (referring to a recent newspaper
cartoon). The Datuk Bandar is sleeping soundly, only the pressnen cannot
sl eep. "

Under a devel opnent agreenent signed between the governnent and KL
LinearCity Sdn Bhd, the governnment woul d entrust the conmpany with a 12km
stretch of Klang River for an integrated urban devel opnent and
beauti fi cation progranme.

The government al so signed another agreenent with KL PRT Sdn Bhd to
undert ake the construction, maintenance and operation of a 16km|ong and
elevated intra-city public transit systemcall ed "Peopl e-nover Rapid
Transit" (PRT) for a concession period of 30 years.

KL LinearCity will imediately undertake a river cleaning and
i mprovenent programe to rehabilitate the river and to incorporate a
1-in-100 year flood imunity to the river basin

About 1,000 squatters affected by the devel opnent will be resettled to
| ow cost houses.



Phase 1 of the KL LinearCity devel opment will begin in early 1997 with
the construction of G gawrld, a unique urban |eisure and touri st
destination that spans 2.4km naking it the longest building in the world.

Construction of section 1 of the PRT nonorail systemrunning from
Pekeliling Bus Station to Jalan Tun Sanbanthan i s expected to begi n next
mont h and be conpleted by 1998 or 1999. -- BERNAMA

AZZ CTL



	GIVE LINEARCITY PROJECT A CHANCE, SAYS MAHATHIR (Bernama 29/10/1996)

