28 DEC 1996
St orm Mahat hi r
G VE PRIORI TY TO HELPI NG RAI NSTORM VI CTI M5, SAYS DR M

LANGKAW , Dec 28 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today
advi sed the people to give priority to relief work instead of trying to
determ ne who was at fault for the rainstormtragedy that has clai med nore
than 100 lives in Sabah.

"I think it is better for us to learn fromthe incident than to be
quick at blam ng others,” the Prine Mnister said.

Wednesday' s tropical storm Greg which | ashed the west coast of Sabah
was sonet hi ng unusual that had never happened in the country before, he
told reporters at the international airport here before returning to Kual a
Lunmpur after an unofficial visit to Langkawi .

"Al'though we have the ability to make weat her forecasts, the
predi cti ons were often not precise enough, especially regarding their
i mpact," he said.

Dr Mahathir said although the authorities tried their best to speedily
di ssem nate informati on on adverse weat her conditions, there were people
who still took such warnings lightly.

Sonme residents in the affected areas m ght not nove even if they had
been forewarned of the tropical stormbecause they had not encountered this
phenonmenon before, he said.

Asked if an effective early warning systemwas needed to nminimse the
| oss of lives and property damage in disasters, he said this matter woul d
be studi ed and appropriate nmeasures taken if necessary.

He di smi ssed suggestions that Ml aysia was not in a position to cope
with disasters |like the one seen in Sabah.

"W are actually prepared to face disasters. But even a devel oped
country like Japan could not prevent the earthquake that devastated Kobe,"
he sai d.

He said preparations nade by Ml aysia were far better than those of
ot her devel opi ng countri es.

Dr Mahat hir advi sed enpl oyers not to build riverine houses for their
workers but to et themstay in safer places.

Many of those killed in the rainstormwere sawnri ||l and | oggi ng canp
wor kers whose houses were swept away when the rivers overflowed their
banks.

"We tend to make use of river banks because we treat rivers as a
sewer age system Therefore structures were built there, especially for the
poor and squatters.

"I n Perak (Pos Di pang), Orang Asli were killed because they erected
houses on river banks...we nust renenber not to use rivers as a sewerage
system" he said.

Dr Mahathir said he woul d study the situation before decidi ng whet her
to inspect the stormravaged areas i n Sabah.

He t hanked t he Japanese governnent for extending a US$100,000 aid to
the stormvictins in Sabah

He al so said the RMLOO, 000 aid given out fromthe National Disaster
Fund woul d be increased if necessary. -- BERNAMA
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